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Gentlewoman delighting in a plurality of lovers, 

ehanced to admit to her embraces two gentlemen who 
loved one another entirely, but were unacquainted with 
each other's intrigue. One of them having lain with 
this gentlewoman one night, loſt his ring in the bed, 
which the other found in the morning after; the day 
following the firſt ſees it on his friend's finger ? after a 
great many arguings- about. it, they came to underſtand 
one another's intrigue : The man who loſt it demands his 
ring, the other refuſes; at laſt it was agreed that it ſhould 
be left to the next comer-by, who ſhould have the ring; 
it chanced to be the huſband of the woman, who hearing 
the whole matter, adjudged: the ring ſhould belong to him who - 

owned the ſheets ; Marry then, ſaid they, for your excellent 

judgment you ſhall have the ring. 1 8 


2 gentleman riding near the foreſt of Whichwood, in 
| Oxfordſhire, aſked a fellow, what that wood was called; 
| he ſaid Which-wood, Sir: Why that wood, I tell 
"thee ; he ſtill ſaid Which-wood. I think, ſaid the gen- 
tleman, thou art as ſenſeleſs as the wood that grows 
there; I may be 1o, replied the other, but you know not 
Whichwood, * 1 bu | e 
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A conceited perſon, after he had written ſeveral verſes 
in praiſe of his miſtreſs, beginning firſt with her head, 
and ſo proceeding upon every member down to her feet, 


miſſing no part but her neck: Oh, ſaid one, there is 
good reaſon for that, he reſerves the neck verſe for himſelf, 
knowing he ſhall have occaſion for it hereafter. - 


A noble lord, when he was under the tuition. of the 


Reverend —, who uſed. to call him his little 
chancellor, one. day replied, that when he was ſo he 
would give him a good living. One happening to fall 


| ſoon after he was chancellor, he recolleted his promiſe, 


and ordered the preſentation to be filled up for his old 
maſter, who ſoon after came to his lordſhip to remind 


him of his promiſe, and to aſk him for this living. Why 


really, faid my lord, I wh you had come a day ſooner, 
but I have given it away already, and when you ſee to whom 


dare ſay you will not think me to blame; ſo putting the pre- 


. ſentation into his hands, convinced him that he had not 


Forgot his promiſe. 


- 


| A perſon not belonging to Merton College, put his 


horſe into a field thereunto appertaining ; being warn 


ed of ſo doing, and he taking no notice thereof, the 
maſter of. that college ſent his man to him, bidding him 
ſay, if ke continued his horſe there, he would cut off his 


tail. Say you ſo? ſaid the perſon: Go tell our maſter, 


i he cuts off my horſe's tail, I will cut off his ears. The 
ſervant returning, told his maſter what he ſaid : Where- 
upon he was ſent back to bring the perſon to him; who 
appearing, ſaid the maſter, How now, Sir, what mean 


vou by that menace you ſent me? Sir, ſaid the other, I 


_ threatened you not, for I only ſaid, if you cut off my horſe's 
tail, I would cut his ears. ; | 88 


A youth ſtanding by whilſt his father was at play, ob- 
ſerving him to loſe a deal of money, burſt into tears; 
his father aſked him the reaſon why he wept ? Oh, Sir, 
I have heard that Alexander the Great wept * be. 
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heard his father Philip had conquered a great many towns, 
cities, and countries, fearing he would leave him no- 
thing to win; but I weep the contrary way, fearing you 
will leave me nothing to loſe. | . | 

A rich citizen of London, in his will, left ſomething 
conliderable to Chriſt's Hoſpital, but little or nothing to 
one of his extravagant ſons ; at the funeral the Blue-coat 
boys were ordered, in acknoytedgment of ſo great a 
gift to ſing before the corpſe to the grave : As they 
marched along Cheapfide, this extravagant ſon led his 
mother, who obſerving the boys made a reſt, he opened 
his pipes in ſuch a manner, that he was heard almoſt . 
from one end of the ſtreet to the other; and ſtill leading 
his, mother, he continued thus ſinging, till a kinſman 


came to him, and ſtopping his mouth, aſked him his 


reaſon: for his irreverent and indecent carriage. Why, 
couſin, ſaid he, the boys there at my father's death ſing for 
ſomething, and will not you let me ſing for nothing? 


A bridegroom, the firſt night he was in bed with his 
- bride, faid unto her; When I ſolicited your chaſtity, 
if you had condeſcended, I would never have made you 
my wife, for I did it only-to try thee. Faith, ſaid ſhe, 
1 did imagine as much, but / had been cozened ſo three or 
Four times before, and 1 was rejulved to be fooled no more. 


A Lord intended to take in great part of the common 
belonging to the town, and agreed with a carpenter to 
have it railed in; My Lord, ſays he, it ſhall be done, 
and I think I can ſave you ſome charges in the buſineſs : 
For, ſays he, do you but get poſts, and I doubt not 
but all the neighbours round about will find « you railing 
exough, | | 25 | 1 


4 


A young Italian gentleman being led by curioſity into 
Holland, where having lived ſome time, converſing with 
the moſt ingenious, was one day ſet upon by a Proteſtant 
miniſter, who would needs engage him in a controverſy 
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about religion. The young gentleman knowing him- 
ſelf too weak for the encounter, begged his pardon, 


avoided it, the more hotly. he was prefſed by the mini- 
{ter whereupon the young Italian, in a very great pal- 
non, conjured him by all that is good, to let him alone in 
peace with his religion. For, ſaid he, I cannot embrace 


yours, and if you make me loſe my own, 1 will never make 
#taice of any Other. 


A brave Dutch ed being 3 by his 


| oe to go on a dangerous exploit againſt the French, 


with forces that were unlikely to atchieve the enterprize, 

the captain adviſed the colonel to ſend but half ſo many 
men ? Why fo, ſaid the colonel, Becauſe, Teplied the cap- 
tain, they are enough to by killed, 


A perſon of quality coming into a church to the place 
where ſeveral of his anceſtors were buried, after he had 
taid much in their commendation, and praiſed them for 
worthy men; Well, ſaid he, I am reſolved, f [ live, to bo 
buried as near them as poſſible. 


The biſhop ef D 


\ 


Yay to bring a bill into the Houſe of Peers relating to a 
- proviſion for officers widows, he came with the papers 


and beginning to ſpeak, I have ſomething in my hand, 
my Lords, ſaid he, for the benefit of the officers widows. 
Upon which the duke of Wharton, immediately inter- 
rupted him, aſked, in winch hand, my lord. 


'In conſequence of a great clamour es at 8 
Garden Theatre, on the evening of Edwin's benefit, on 
their being diſappointed of a Prologue to a new "Fry 
as was promiſed, Mr. Edwin came on the ſtage and aſ- 
fured ugg the of. otra That had undertaken B 8 
: 10 


and endeavoured to wave the diſcourſe ; but the more he 


m had a flovenly cuſtom of 
Keeping one hand always in his breeches, and being one 


in one hand, and the other as uſual, in his breeches; 


5655 


| broke his word, having faithfully promiſed to ſend it him 
that morning, which he had not done; and beſides, 
good folks, cried a wag in the pit, conſider this is the 

firſt of April, therefore do not let us be out of humour at 
being made fools of, according to ancient cuſtom. This 
ſtroke ſet the houſe in a roar, and the piece went on 
without any further interruption. 


One evening, in a riot at the ſtage door of Drury- 
lane, a performer wounded' a young fellow (who had 
drawn his ſword upon him) ſlightly in the hand. Fhe 
ſpark preſently after, came into one ef the green boxes, 
over the ſtage door—The play was Macbeth; and in 
the fine ſoliloquy, where he ſees the imaginary dagger, 
the tragedian repeated and on thy blade are drops of 
reeking blood.” The young fellow bawls out, Ay, Treek- 
ing indeed what does your conſcience prick you? you-raſcal, 
that's my blood you drew juſt now. The actor giving 
him a ſevere fide glance, replied, juſt loud enough to 
be heard by him. Damn your blood, I Jay, and then, 
without the leaſt heſitation, went on with the ſpeech, 
fo that the major part of the audience ſcarce noticed the 
jaterraption. eee 
A London rider, returning home from a long journey 
very much fatigued, went to fleep at night without per- 
forming ſore duties, which his wife thought it neceſ- 
fary and indiſpenſable for him to go through. The 
next morning, on going into the kitchen, he ſaw his 
boots burning upon the fire, and his ſpurs broke. Upon 
enquiring into the cauſe, his wife replied, Why, my 
dear, what occaſion have you for boots or ſpurs -when you - 


have left off riding. 


It is well known to thoſe who are in the habits of © 
viſiting the treaſury, that the firſt lord's office is upon 
the firſt floor, that of the ſecretary of ſtate, at the top 
| of the building. Towards the latter end of 178g, when 
Lord North came into. Mr. Fox's adminiſtration, as 

1 1 8 | B 4 | ſecretary 
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fecretary of ſtate, the firſt day he attended office, think- 
ing of his former ſituation, he was for turning into the 
old apartments. No, my lo! d, ſays a perſon wth him, 
your preſent office is much higher up. Is it ſo ſays his 
lordſhip, why then I find the truth of the old 3 
Jariſer 0 on and fare worſe. © | | 


A merry fellow went to 1 celebrated Dr. Grabam, 
and finding him within, begged to ſpeak with him in 
the moſt private manner; the Doctor accordingly took 
him into a room ſecluded almoſt from light, and then 
begged him to explain his caſe; the fellow urged- on the 
Doctor the utmoſt ſecreſy, ſaying, if it ſhould come by 
any means to his friend's ears, he ſhould be ruined, &c. 
Ihe Doctor aſſured him of his taciturnity. Well, ſays 
the fellow, I believe Doctor, you are the only man that 
van cure me; the Doctor replied, he had no doubt but 
let his caſe be ever fo deſperate, he could. effect a per- 
fect cure. The fellow was then begged to deſcribe his diſ- 
order, which he. did in the following manner; I have 
been a ſad raking dog, and ſo—Oh, ſays the Doc- 
tor, I underſtand you, I have made that diforder my 
conſtant ſtudy, as ſuch can remove it in the moſt ob- 
ſtinate caſes. —Well, goes on the fellow, as I was com- 
ing up Fleet-ſtreet—you picked up a lady; I ſuppoſe, 
ſays the Doctor, —no, ſays the fellow, but ſeeing one 
of your men giving bills away, I took one, and 
having oceaſion a little after to evacuate, I uſed one of 
your bills, which proved ſo ſmall, that I befouled my 
fingers, therefore all I beg is, that you would print them 
on 8 a paper, to prevent like accidents in. future. 


A female ſharper havin looked out ſeveral pleces of 
filks at a mercer's, facing the above celebrated Doctor's, 
after having a bill and receipt finiſhed, begged the man 
of the ſhop to ſend them over to the doctor's in a few 
minutes, and ſhe would there pay for them. The lady 
afterwards went to the Doctor's, whom ſhe begged to 


7 Teak with, and then accoſted him as follows. Doctor, 
: I have: 


E 


1 have a very near relation of mine, who has been a 
very great rake, and has thereby contracted a moſt vile 
diſorder, he is withal ſo very modeſt, "that he will not 
confeſs his diſorder to any' one, and indeed I found it 

out by mere accident ; I have by a ſtratagem of pretend- 
ing you want filks, perſuaded him to viſit you, and 
hope you will infiſt on knowing his diſorder; and if you 
will effectually cure him, I will moſt thankfully repay 
the obligation. The doctor aſſured her he would com- 
ply with her requeſt, and he did not doubt but he ſhould 
make a perfect cure of him. The lady then retired, 
and going down ſtairs, met the man with the filks, 
which ſhe took from him, ſaying, Go to the Doctor who 
is up ſtairs, and he will ꝓay you for them. The miſ- 
underſtanding that then muſt take place, is better con- 
ceived than expreſſed ; but no doubt when they came to 
perfectly underſtand each other, they muſt admire the 
ingenuity and the plan; the Doctor would laugh with + 
reaſon, while the poor mercer would hardly know whether 
to laugh or cry. 1 8 


A couple of Iriſhmen from the county of Kilkenny, 
meeting together, one had got lately married, Arrah, 
ſays the firſt, and how d'ye, and ſo you are after be- 
ing married. Yes, faith ſays the other, this eight weeks 
or two months. Ay, faith, ſays Patrick, twaſh fery 
unkindly done of you, not to invite me to the wedding 
after it was over, that I might ha' been after throwing 
the ſtocking : well, now, and what ſort of a wife have 
you got ? for upon my ſhoul, I ſhall never recover my 
ſurprize if you do not tell me, and what ſort of a family 
you're after getting? Why, Patrick, ſays Conno, you © 
know I am coal white, and ſhe is coal black, and all our fa- 


fl 


muly is like to be pye-balls. | | | 


= country fellow overthrew a cart full of onions. into 
2 pool of water, Ha, ſaid he, there wants nothing but ſalt 


and oatmeal to make good porridge, i 
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court ; Cibber being preſent, a popinjay tne wanted 


fit to be the re 
the Spaniſh Court. Bubb, begged to know the ground 
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2 man can poſſeſs my dignity or importance with a 
vond? No, my friend, you muſt not think of Spain 


[deſired his Tordſhip to fay, what he would have him do; 
Bubb. 


Nm in one of the rooms at Mek, whom he was enter- 


©}. 
A certain e coach happening a few even- 


_ ings ago, to prevent ſome noblemen's carriages draw- 
ing up after the play, Lord ———— defired the coach- 
man to drive off; at the ſame time calling to the owner, 
Mr. Auctioneer, your coach is a going / a going! a go- 
ing! It is gone! to the great mortification of the _ 
tioneer, and the mirth of every one preſent, 


While an ode of Cibber's was one day 8 at 
to enter into converſation with him. Cibber cut him 


hort by ſaying—My dear Lord, be 1 tent, I ” now, 
want to hear my own nonſenſe. 


Lord Melcombe whoſe Diary 5 was publiſhed a few 
years ſince, to the diſgrace of his memory, as it proved 
him to be a mean, fluctuating, venal character, was, 
when his name was plain Bubb, intended by the admi- 
niſtration of that time to be ſent ambaſſador to Spain. 
While this matter was in contemplation, Lord Cheſter- 
field met him, and touching upon the propoſed embaſ- 
ſey, told Bubb that he did not think him by any means 
repreſentative of the crown of England, at 


e his abjection. Why, ſaid his lordſhip, your nane 
is much too Mort, — Bubb - Bubb— do you think the 
Spaniards, a people who pride themſelves on their fa- 
mily honors, and the length of their titles, will ſuppoſe ' 


name of one ſyllable ; and which is pronounced in a ſe- 


unleſs you make ſome addition to your name. Bubb 


Lord Cheſterfield pauſing a moment, exclaimed 1 
haye it—ehat | do you think . of IR youre 4 Oy | 


$.4 


A captain 9 a man of war, who had got a circle round 


taining 


„ 


taining with ſome wonderſul phzenomenon which he had 
| ſeen at ſea; when looking round, and perceiving a 


gentleman laugh, he grew angry, and ſaid, he did not 
believe him. Why, ſaid the gentleman, did you ſee 
it? Yes, I did, anſwered the Captain. Well, it you 
ſaw it, ſaid the gentleman, I would believe it ; but I would 


| not believe it if Thad ſeen it myſelf. * 


The captain, however, Joon after returned the com- 


_ Pliment ; for the gentleman was one of thoſe who ſhot 
with a long bow, or in other words, paid but little re- 


gard to truth, in his ſallies of wit and humour; and 
3 told a moſt confounded ſtory, the captain gave a 
hem; upon which the other made. up to him; and ſo, 
captain, ſays he, you won't believe this? Why, yes, 
ſays the captain, I will to oblige you ;—but I would not 
believe ſuck another damned lie for any man upon the face of the 


earth, 


A perſon deſcribing 5 ſnuff box he had ſeen, which 
was an Egyptian pebble ſet in pinchbeck, ſaid it was 


4 gipſy's nipple Jet in pinclr gut. 


Lady Groſvenor being afleep in her cloſet, with the 
Adventures of ' Peregrine: pickle before her, her Lord 


happened to ſtep in, and looking over the book without 
waking her, took the liberty to change it for the Prac- 


tice of Piety, and ſo left her. When ſhe awaked, ſhe 
preſently perceived the trick, and his lordſhip entering 
while the book was yet in her hand, he took occaſion to 
compliment her on her ladyſhip's reformation, Nay, 
nay, anſwered the lady, Jet our reformation go hand 


in hand, I beſeech you—when you, my Lord prac- \ 
 tiſe the Mole Duty of Man, then I will read the Practice of 


Peety. 


When Swift was a young man, and by no means known 
in the literary world, he happened to be ſtanding in a 
careleſs manner with his back to the fire at Old Slaugh- 
ter's coltee-houle ; a gentleman juſt oppoſite to him, 
© Fad B 6 who 


Who was ſuperſcribing a letter, ſeeing a raw-boned auk- 
ward fellow rather engroſs the fire, calls out, Pray, 


young man, have you got any ſand about you? No, friend, 
ays Swift, but I have got ſome gravel, and if you will give 
me your letter, J wilt pus upon it directly. 


Two comedians belonging to Covent Garden Theatre, 


having a wager about which of them ſung the beſt, they 


agreed to refer- it to Dr. Arne, who undertook. to be 
arbitrator on this occaſion A day was accordingly 
agreed on, and both the parties executed to the beſt of 
their abilities before him. As ſoon as they had finiſhed, 

the doctor proceeded to give judgment in the following 


manner: As for you, Sir, addreſſing himſelf to the 


firſt, you are by much the worſt ſinger I ever heard in 
my life. Ah, ſaid the other, exulting, I knew. 1 
ſhould win my wager. Stop, Sir, ſays the doctor, I 


have a word to ſay to you before you go, which. is this, 
that as for you, Sir, you cannot fi ing at all. 


A certain ſmatterer in letters, being: one day at the 
Bedford coffee-houſe, took it into his head to abuſe: 
with great freedom all the modern literati, obſerving 


that there was very little wit, humour, or learning in 
the preſent age. Some time after Dr. Hayes, well 


known by the name of Count Hayes, came into the 


room, when a gentleman was telling him how his 
friend had been abuſing the moderns. I have not the 


leaſt doubt of his ill nature, ſays Hayes, ſo he would 


the ancients too, by G, if he knew theiy Names. 


When the Duke of Grafton was a boy; 1 lived very 
much with his aunt, the Counteſs of Harrington, 
and at this time of life, (though of a very thin de- 
licate conſtitution) gave evident- ſigns of an amorous diſ- 
poſition.— Among the reſt of his amours, he very warmly 
ſolicited my lady's woman, and one evening behaved-fo 
indecently to her, that ſhe was under the neceſſity of 
complaining to her lady. How 3 is this, Sir, * _ 

1 2 * 
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1adyſhip, that you can behave ſo rude in my houſe? 
lord, madam, ſays the other, to tell you the truth, 
Nancy did look ſo charming, fleſh and blood could not re- 
frain. Come, come, Charles, returned her ladyſhip, 
let me hear no more of ſuch doings in this houſe: it may 


be an excuſe for fleſh and blood, but . am ſure it can be + 


none for ſkin and bone. 


0 gentleman named Ball, being about to purchaſe a 
cornetcy in a regiment of horſe, was preſented to the 


Colonel for approbation, who, being a nobleman, de- 
clared he did not like the name, and would have no 


balls in his regiment : No, nor powder neither, ſaid | the + 
gentleman, if your lordſhip could help it. 


A perſon. in London, writing, or rather meaning to 


write to a friend in the country, to direct to him at 
the Saracen's Head, Snowhill, or at Mr. Jocelyn's, an 


apothecary, under the Piazza, Covent Garden, wrote 
as follows: Dyewre# for me, at the Serjeant's Head, in 
Sowwal, or at Mr. Jaw ſlings potty conveys under me Phhs. 
Common Garding. 


A certain Iriſh gentleman making ſtrong love to a 


great fortune, told her, he could not ſleep for dreaming 
of her. | 


When the Coterie was firſt eftabliſhed, one of the ge- 


| eral rules was, that two members, mts or female, mar- 
ried or unmarried, made a elub; one of the elderly 


ladies, not fo very ſcrupulous in private, was however, 

for making an alteration in this rule, by inſiſting on the 
number being three ; for, ſays ſhe, ſuppoſe a lady and a 
gentleman might happen to meet rſt, would it not be 
a very awkward ſituation? Not at all, madam, ſaid 
Lord Har g—n, who happened to be preſent, for 
tin know, a gentleman and. a lady can readily. make à 
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if! Upon an extraordinary occafion, there was a ball at | 
1 Wapping. The men concerned in it were made up of 
1 | a crew of ſailors and colliers. The colliers who came 
i x in laſt, obſerving the ſailors, contrary to their expectation, 
. to be ſpruced up in their beſt cloaths, withdrew into 


another room to waſh their faces, and bruſh themſelves; | a 
when the head of the Colliery, who was more cunning + | | 
than the reſt, ſaid to them, Look ye, lads, it is all | 
fruitleſs pains ; if you will be ruled by me, let us go 

into the great room, and joſtle among the ſailors for 
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fi their places; and I will engage though we cannot make our- 
* ſelves as clean as they are, we ſhall quickly make them as -black as 

ll: „ 1 | 
"i | | Tb 93 . x: 

* A woman having a croſs-grain'd huſband, hard to | 
x \ pleaſe, ſhe defired him to write down what ſhe ſhould : 
19 do, and what ſhe ſhould not do, that ſhe might not err 


in her performance: This was done, and the well ob- 
ſerved her rules; when one-day going a mile or two to 
viſit a friend, the good man got light headed, and on 
this return home, he reeled into a ditch, calling to his 
wife to help him out. Indeed huſband, faid ſhe, I re- 
member no ſuch article in my orders; but I'll go home 
and fee, and if there be, I'll come and help you: or 
_ fe you muſt get out as well as you can, for I am reſolved not 
to break them. | : 4 . 


Once as the prince of Conde was paſſing on foot thro' 
a town in France, under his father's government, the 
chief magiſtrate of the place, who was an old man, met 
him, and began to make an oration with the beſt rhe- 
toric he could. But the prince being in a frolicſome 
humour, took advantage of a very low congee the old 
gentleman made him. The magiſtrate not taking any 
notice of this wild prank, turned very gravely about, 
and addreſſed himſelf with a new obeifance, but not ſo 
low as the former. However, the nimble prince catch'd 
him upon the half bent, and ſetting his hands upon the 
old monſieur's ſhoulders, whipt over again a ſecond 
wy | a; 


8 


ume; which quite ſpoiled his intended ſpeech, to the 
great diverſion of all the ſpectators. | 


A conſtable, whoſe name was Nott, being upon the 
watch, a jolly fellow who had ſome little knowledge of 


| him, was brought before him; and then demanding 


where the conſtable was, the other ſtrutting with his 
Naff, ſaid, I am he. You are Nott the conſtable replied 
the other. Then ſaid Mr. conſtable Nott, I fay I am 
the conſtable, and that you ſhall find to your ſorrow, if 
you dare deny my authority once more. You do not 
hear me, replied the other, deny your authority; for 1 


| ſay, you are Nott the conſtable. Well, take him to the 


compter. And the next morning the Conſtable's igno- 
rance appearing, in not knowing his own name, when 
he heard it, he was ordered to pay the fees; and grve 


the party he had committed a treat of a guinea, to be 
| friends-with him. e | 


During Lord Townſhend's refidence in Dublin as 
viceroy, he often went in diſguiſe thro' the city. He 
had heard much of the wit of a ſhoe black, known by 
the name of blind Peter, whoſe ſtand was always at the 
Globe coffee-houſe door; having found him out, he 
ſtopped to get his boots cleaned, which was no ſooner 
done than his lordſhip aſked Peter to give him change 
for half a guinea? Half a guinea ! your honour, ſaid 
the ragged wit, change for half a guinea from me! by 


. G—, Sir, you may as well aſh a Highlander for a knee- 


buckle —His lordſhip was ſo well pleaſed, that he left him 


the bit of gold and walked off. 


The firſt night the pantomime of Fortunatus was per- 
formed laſt ſeaſon, at Drury-lane Theatre, a player was 
placed at the wing to go on and relieve one of the pe- 
triſted figures that appear in ſucceffion in that piece, — 
Go on! go! ſaid the Prompter, when it came to his 
turn, tis not my turn yet ſaid the fellow, I am not 
to go on till Mr, Grimaldi is putriſſedt. 

nd. | The 
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The Jay before Miſs Satchell was married, ſhe was 
in company where the merit of the great Kemble was 
the topic ; a lady turned to Miſs Satchell and aſked her, 
with a ſignificant ſmile, which was the great Kemble ? 
Upon my word, ſaid the young lady, with a deep 
bluſh, I cannot now inform you. In a day or two after 
the nuptials, the lady paid her a viſit of congratulation, 
and Aber her if the great Kemble had been to viſit her? 
Viſit me ! viſit me! ſaid the pretty bride, Lord, my 


dear, I am in poſſeſſion of the great Kemble / 


Ihe late Dr. Howard, of pleaſant memory, collecting 
a brief with the pariſh: officers of St. George's, South- 


wark, where he had been many years rector, called among 


the - reſt of the inhabitants, on a grocer, with whom 


he Had a running account; to prevent being firſt aſked 


for a ſettlement, enquiring if he was not ſome trifle in 
his debt. On referring to the ledger there appeared a 


balance of 178. in favour of the trade ſman; the doctor 
bad recourſe to his pocket, and pulling out ſome half- 


pence, a little ſilver, and a guinea, Mr. Fig, eyeing the 
latter with a degree of ſurprize, exclaimed, Good God, 
Sir, you ſeem to have got a ſtranger there? Indeed I 
have Mr. Fig, replied the wit, returning it again very 
deliberately into his pocket, and before we part we * 
be better acquainted. | 


The following anecdote has been related by an ns! 


rican gentleinan who arrived a few days ago in London, 


and may be depended on as a. fact. When the Britiſh 
and Amerian armies were near each other in the neigh- 
bourhood of German Town, five Heſſian ſoldiers, who 


bad ſtraggled into the woods, and loſt. their way, were 


met by an Iriſhman, who was a private in Waſhington's 


army: he immediately preſented bis piece, and deſired 
them to ſurrender ; they ſuppoſing that he was ſupported 


by a party of the enemy, did as he directed, and threw 


| Sm their arms. He then marched them before him 


3. 
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to the American lines, and brought them to head quar- 

ters. General Waſhington wondered at the ſpirit and 
atchievement of the fellow, aſked him, how he, a ſingle 
man, could capture five? Why, ſays the Iriſhman, 
pleuſe your Excellency, by Jaſus, I ſurrounded them .' 
The General, who was ſeldom known even to ſmile, 
laughed heartily at the bull, gave him a ſum of money, 
| and Jonny non to a halbert. 


LE 

* An Engliſhman ard Dutchman diſputing about the 

| goodneſs of their different countries ; ſays the -Dutch- 
man your country thinks of nothing but guttling, and, 
even the names of your places have a reference to it, 

| you have your Portimouths, your Dartmouths, your Ex- 

\ mouths ; : and you are all mouths together. Ay, re- 
plies the Engliſhman, and you have your Amſterdams, 
and 8 Kotterdams,—and G— d you all r 


Jay + | . 


. 
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The D. I. O. of lady Wallace, was a joke in circula- 
tion ſome time ago at Bath A filly cuſtom took place 
among the affected people of faſhion who frequented 
that place, of uſing initials in their cards, inſtead of in- 
| 3 words. The card left on taking leave of the 
lace was P. P. C. which turned into language, was 
our prendre cong —A plain Engliſhman, to ridicule 
this affectation, left a card at every houſe where he had 
| vilited with the letters D. I. O, which engaged the curi- 
olity, and exerciſed the penetration of the tabbies at - 
the tea table for a week, he the gentleman, in a letter 
to a friend, condeſcended to tell them its meaning, viz. 
Damme Þ am off. | S 


1 Madam Rollan, who lately died at Paris, was a 
: principal dancer at Covent-Garden, as far back as fifty 
years paſt, when ſhe was held in that public eſteem, 

| that having one day ſprained her ancle, no leſs an actor 

than Quin was ordered by the managers to make an 


apology to the ION for her not appearing in the 
dance 


06 


dance — Quin who in addition to his averſion of the 
French, looked upon all dancers as the mere garniſm 
of the ſtage; at firſt demurred, but being threatened 
with a forfeiture, he growlingly came forward, and in 
a courſe way, thus addreſſed the audience, 
Ladies and Gentlemen, | 

I am delired by the manager to 9 you, that 
the dance intended for this night, is obliged to be 
poſtponed on account of Mademoiſelle Rollan having 
diſlocated her ancle, 1 wiſh it had been ler neck, the 
 B— damme. | N 


Macklin 1 aſked by. a gentleman in the boxes, 
the other night, what ſort of a dancer Madam Rollan 

was? he replied, why, Ay, about by. a — 5 ago we 
| had notking luke ker. | 


Mr. Palmer going home 8 the buſineſs of the 
Theatre was concluded one evening, ſaw a man lying 
upon the ground, with another upon him beating him- 
moſt violently. Upon this he remonſtrated with the 
uppermoſt, telling him that his conduct was unfair, and 
that he ough to let his opponent get up, and have an 
equal chince with him. The fellow drolly turned up 
his face to Mr. Palmer, and drily replied. Faith, Sir, 
if you had been at as much trouble to get him gown as I have, Jou 
would not be for letling him get up Jo redaily. 


When the celebrated Nan Catley was 1 one f 

her annual excurſions to Ireland, in company with fome . 
of her brethren and ſiſters of the ſtage, the weather was 
Jo bad in going from Holyhead to Dublin, that moſt of 
the paſſengers kept in the cabbin, Juſt as they were 
entering Dublin-bay, a heavy ſea laid the veſſel down, 
aſter ſweeping every thing from the deck. A well- 
known we Be of muſic popping his head up to enquire 
what was the matter ; Ga atley anſwered him, Oh, Sir , 
# bs only water Tama from the A in a forts . 


A phy- 


( 19 ) 
A phy fician who lived in London, vifited 2, lady who 
Red i Chelſea ; after continuing his viſits for ſome 
time, the lady expreſſed an apprehenſion, that it might 
be inconvenient for him to come fo far on her account 
Oh, madam, replied the doctor, I have another patient 
in this neigbbourhood, and by that means, you know, 
T hill two birds with one ſtone, | 
Alexander the Great, ſeeing Diogenes, who was look- 
ing attentively at a large collection of human bones, 
piled one upon another, aſked the philoſopher what he 
was looking for? I am ſearching, ſays Diogenes, for the 


bones of your father, but I cannot diſtinguiſh them from thoſe . 


of his ſlaves. © 


A poor player having lent one of his comrades a ſmall 
matter, ſpoke to him one night behind the ſcenes, in 


Covent Garden Theatre. By G „Tom, thoſe two 


guineas I lent you ought to be paid me; you know I am 
in great diſtreſs, Do not talk to me about it ſaid the 
other, by heavens, within this week I will take care to 
pay you in ſome ſhape. or other. You will oblige me, 


replied the creditor, and pray let it be as much in the 


ſhape of two Ee as poſſible. 


An extravagant young fellow, who -was very forward 
to ſpend his. money, though he could but ill afford it, 
being one evening in company in a public houſe where 
it was propoſed to ſpend ſix-pence a piece; the young 


ſpendthrift not contented with this reaſonable expence, 


inſiſted that it ſhould be a ſhilling ; ſaying he knew 
no difference between a ſhilling and fix-pence. To which a fly 
old ceconomiſt re ou, But you will, young een when 
you come to be worth but eighteen-pence. 
: Ban Naſh took a hack one night at Teraple hw. and 
bade the man drive to Berkeley-ſquare. The fellow, 
who had been wiſhing for the uſual time of his going 
home, ſwore as he was mounting the box, that he 
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ſhould be glad to drive his fare to hell. Do you eon- 
ſider, ſaid Naſh, when they were come to Berkeley- 
- fquare, that if you had driven me to hell, as you ſaid 
- juſt now you ſhould be glad |to do, you muſt have gone 
there yourſelf. —— You miſtake, Sir, replied the fellow, 


Por I ſhould have backed you in. ; 55 


As certain lord Chancellor of a neighbouring king- 
dom, was no better than the ſon of an alewife. While 
he was in this high ſtation, a countryman, who held a 
conſiderable farm under him, came one day to pay him 
a large ſum for rent. Dinner was juſt over, and my 
Lord was drinking a bottle with ſome gueſts of quality; 
-knowing his tenant, though a. ruſtic, to be a man of 
Tome vanity, he thought he ſhould gratify that in a high 
degree, by admitting him into the dining room, and 
therefore, with an apology, begged his company's per- 
miſſion for ſo doing. He was accordingly introduced, 
and, after a few ſcrapes, ſeated himſelf modeſtly enough 
at an end of the ſide-board. A few. complimentary queſ- / 
tions being over, about his health, and that of his good - 
wife and children, my lord told him, there were variety 
of 1:quors ; but that, as he ſuppoſed, wine (being unuſed 
to it (might not be altogether ſuitable to his palate, the 
butler ſhould fill him a bumper of good October. The 
Farmer had ſenſe enough to take this degradation of his 
taſte for an affront, and was reſolved to revenge it. He 
drank the beer, and, when it was down, ſmacked his 
lips, as if he was highly pleaſed. My lord fancying 
that to be the caſe, merrily aſked him how he liked it ? 
Why, really, replied the arch rogue, I cannot fay but 
that it is very good; and yet, by my faith, I think that I 
Have drank better at your mother's, the Crooked Billet, for- 
merly for two-pence- per quart / | f 


Two gentlemen, who were near neighbours and inti- 
mates lived very happily many years with their reſpec- 
tive wives. At length one of the huſband's. dying, and 


hkewiſe the wif of his friend, the two ſurvivors, after 
| | A Ceœr- 
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| n certain time, thought proper to make a match. But, 
though each of theſe had been very happy in à former 

marriage, they were now quite otherwiſe, and there 
was no agreement between them. The huſband open- 
ing himſelf hereupon to one of his acquaintances, I 
cannot conceive, ſaid he, how it is; T was very happy 
with my firſt wife; ſo was my preſent: wife with her 
former huſband ; and yet we two cannot agree by any 
means; but there are everlaſting ſquabbles between us. 
'Tis very ſtrange. Not ſo ſtrange as you ſeem to think 
it, {aid his acquaintance, I can explain it very eaſily. 
Of you four perſons, you two huſbands with your two 
wives, there were two that were wiſe, and two that were 

fooliſh, The two wiſe ones were taken away, and the two 


fools are left alive. 9 


Some time ago, Mr. Wilkes, dining at Dolly's 
Chop-houſe, met with one of the aldermen ; who, tho” 
againſt him in the city, he very civily accoſted. To 
which the other made as ſurly and churliſh a reply. How- 
ever, Wilkes took no further notice, than tipping a 
wink to his companion. Preſently the 'alderman began 
to be very riotous for his dinner, frequently calling out, 
My ſteak, my ſteak, my fleak / which at length was 
brought him : then Wilkes; turning to his next neigh- 
- bour, ſaid pretty loud, pray, Sir, obſerve the differ- 
ence between Dolly's Chop-houſe and the Bear-garden. - 
| There the bear is brought to the ſtake ; here the ſleak is brought 
to the bear. To | | 


{ 


An Oxford ſcholar, who piqued himfelf upon being 4 
wag, was accoſted on the road to London, by a perſon 
who aſked him which was the neareſt way to Tyburn ? 
Why, "replied the Oxonian, the neareſt way you can take, 
is to ftop the firſt perſon you meet, and demand his money!“ 
Are you ſure of that? replied the traveller, then 
drawing a piſtol out of his pocket, as I am for expedition, 
your money this inſtant. The wag ſubmitted to his de- 
mand, and paid ſix guineas for his joke. | 


| Quin, 


it is neither U nor I. 


( 22 ) „ 


Quin, having had an invitation from a certain nobles 


man, who was reputed to keep a: very elegant table, te 
dine with him ; and having no manner of averſion to a 


good repaſt, he accordingly waited on his lordſhip, 


but found the regale far from anſwering his expeRati- 
ens—Upon his taking leave, the ſervants, who were 


very numerous, had ranged themſelves in the hall. Quin 
finding that if he gave to each of them, it would amount 
to a pretty large ſum, aſked, Which was the cook ? whe 


readily anſwered, Me, Sir. He then enquired for the 


butler, who was as quick in replying as the other ; when 
_he ſaid to the firſt, Here is half a crown for my eating : 


and to the other, Here is five ſhillings for my wine; but, 
by G—, gentlemen, I never made ſo bad a dinner for tie 


money in my life. 


A punſter going along the Strand, when a great mob 
of ſpectators was gathering to ſee a malefactor paſs to 


his execution at- Charing-croſs,. aſked a genteel perſon, 
who was ſtanding in the croud, What was the name 


of the fellow going to be hanged ? He anſwered, one 
Vowel '—Ah! ſaid the querieſt, Do you know which of 


them it is, Sir, for there are ſeveral of that name? No, 
returned the other, I do not. Well, ſaid the wag, 
this however is certain, and I am very glad of it, that 


Pope, who, whatever his other good qualities might 
be, certainly was not much troubled with good nature, 


was one evening at Burton's coffee-houſe, where he and 


a ſet of literati had got poring over a manuſcript of the 


Greek comic poet Ariſtophanes, in which they found a 
paſſage they could not - comprehend, As they talked, 
pretty loud, - a young officer, who ſtood by the fire, heard 


their conference, and begged that he might be per- 
' mitted to look at the paſſage. —Oh! (ſays Pope ſar- 
caſtically) by all means, pray let the young gentleman look 
at it; upon which the officer took up the book, and con- 


kdering a while, ſaid, that there only wanted a note 


af 
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of interrogation to make the whole intelligible, which was 


really the caſe. And pray maſter, ſays Pope (piqued 


perhaps at being out done by a red coat) what is d note 


of interrogation ?—A note of interrogation (replied the 
youth, with a look of the utmoſt contempt, is a littls 
crooked thing thal aſts queſtions . ' Tis faid however, that 
Pope was fo delighted with the wit, that he forgave the 
ſarcaſm on his 87 Dp a | | 

An Engliſhman and a Welchman Alputing in whoſe 
eountry was the beſt living. Said the Welchman, there 
is ſuch noble houfeheeping in Wales, that IJ have known 
about a dozen cooks employed at one wedding dinner. 
Ay, anſwered the Englifhman, that was becauſe every may 
toaſted his own cheeſe. 


When it was reported that Dr. Ford, one of the Pa- 
tentees of Drury-Lane, had ſuſtained a confiderable loſs 
by not ſucceeding in opening a coal pit, near Oxford, 
a certain genius at the Bedford, ſaid, he muſt certainly 
be very avaricious, or elſe he might content himſelf with 
the opening of the pit in Drury-lane, which was ſuperior 
in value to any coaFpit in England; and with 
reſpect to the vein he Thould endeavour to difcover, it 
was the true vein HA humour, ſuĩted to the taſte of the 
town. % ie 


\ 
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WY young lady afked a 080 her opinion of matri- 


mony, Oh, madam, anſwered ſhe, it would be a-hea- . 


realy life, 15 the firſt might would laſt always. 


A great bxond being gathered about a poor cobler, 


who had juſt died in the ſtreet, a. man aſked Alexander 
Stevens what was to be ſeen ? "Only a cobler's end, re- 
ptied vue EOS Rn - 


A burt fellow, thinking to nen bis wit one night 
at a tavern, called to the drawer. Here, Mercury, 
ſaid he, take away this bottle full of emptineſs. Said 
one of the company, Do you ſpeak thats TR * your 
own head. - 

Quia 
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Bain one day, after a pretty long walk, dropt into à 


chop-houſe not far from Somerſet Houſe, and aſking 
the miſtreſs what ſhe had ready, ſhe replied that there 
was ſome nice veal a-la-daube quite hot. Well then, 
faid he, let me have ſome daubed veal, I think you call 


it. A plate was accordingly brought him, which he 
preſently diſpatched, and had another; this was gone in 
a trice, and he had a fourth, fifth, and ſixth, which 
might perhaps altogether weigh about three quarters of 
a pound. Upon enquiring what was to pay, the miſ- 
treſs told him twelve ſhillings. By G——, madam, it 
muſt be a miſtake; how do you ſell your daubs a pound? 
Sir, ſhe replied rather pertly, we do not ſell it by the 
pound! No, ſaid he, I find you do not; but by es 
you ſell it at half a crown an ounce, 


The Empreſs of Germany aſked a. French officer if 


the princeſs Royal of France was, as the world reported 


her, the moſt beautiful Princeſs in Europe. [ _ | 
her ſo yeſterday, anſwered the polite Frenchman. 


Some ladies in the green room, whoſe legs were re- 
markable pretty, and as ſuch diſplayed them by ſhort 
etticoats, were mentioning an excurſion and entertain- - 
ment they had at Richmond—that there were not proper 
vegetables ; ſome, liked peas—ſome, liked cauliflowers— 
at laſt it came to Quick's turn: for my part, ſays Jack, 


ladies in your company ſhould nave been n with 


An officer of a dilbanded regiment applying to che 
paymaſter of the forces for his arrears, told him that 
he was in the moſt extreme want, and on the point of 
dying with hunger. The treaſurer, ſeeing him of a 
jovial and ruddy aſpect, told him that his countenance 


belied his complaint. Good, my lord, replied the 


officer, for heaven's ſake do not miſtake ; the viſage 
you ſee is not mine, but my landlady's, for * has fed me on 


_ eredit 1 above twelve months, 
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The Count de Soyſons was ſeated at play one even- 
ing, when happening to caſt an eye up at a looking :glaſs 
that was before him in the apartment, he ſaw a man at 
the back of his chair, whoſe phyſiognomy predicted no- 
thing in it's owner's favour, and gave the count ſuſpicion. 
He had reaſon for his miſtruſt; for he had not fat long 
before he felt the diamond loop of his hat cut away. 
He took no notice, but pretended a neceſſity to go down 
ſtairs, and deſired the thief to play his cards in the 
mean time, which he could not refuſe. The count im- 
mediately deſcended into the kitchen, and got a large 
and ſharp carving knife; then going ſoftly behind the 
fellow, dexterouſly took him by the ear, and cut it off; 
and, holding it out to him, ſaid, Return me my diamond 
loop, Sir, and I will return you your ear. : | 

They were amuſing themſelves one night at the Du- 
cheſs du Maine's, with finding ingenious differences be- 
tween any two given ſubjects. What is the difference be- 


tween me and a watch ? ſaid the ducheſs to the Cardinal de 


Polignac, who was preſent—A very material one, madam, 


| Fun. 


f 
| 


faid the cardinal ; when we look on a watck we remember the 
flight of time, but when we look on your grace we forget it. 


A Gaſcon ſoldier's comrade aſked him what made him 
tremble ſo as they were marching to the attack. My 
body, replied he, trembles to think on the dangers to which it 


knows it will ſoon be expoſed by the bravery of my ſoul. 


| 

Mr. Fox, on his late canvaſs, having accoſted a tradeſ- 
man, whom he ſolicited for his vote; the blunt elec- 
tor replied—* I cannot give you my ſupport ; I admire -your 
abilities, but d—n your principles Mr. Fox inſtantly retort- 
ed—My friend, I applaud your ſincerity, but d—n your 
Manners. TD | | | 


: | Diogenes, the Cynic philoſopher, ſeeing the ſon of a 


common woman throw ſtones among a crowd of people, 
jake. young man, ſaid he, that you do not hit your 
at er. : 5 ; e 
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The Emperor Sigiſmund was reproached for reward- 
ing inſtead of deſtroying his enemies, and by that means 
gave them the power again to injure him. What, 
ſaid the noble- minded monarch, do not I deſtroy mine 


enemies when I make them my friends ? 


A Lacedemonian was fallen under his enemy in the 
Held of battle, and ſaw the ſword liſted to pierce him in 
the back. —Strike me in the breaſt, ſaid he, turning briſkly 
about, that my friends may not bluſh for me after my death. 


A perſon waiting for another, lay down under a tree 


near which a malefactor was hanging in gibbets, and fell 


into a ſlumber. As it happened, two of the malefactor's 
old comrades were paſſing that way, and one of them 
being in a frolickſome humour, called the dead man by his 
name and aſked if he would not come down and take a 
walk with them this evening. The dofing perſon think- 
ing it was his companion that called, replied, Jes I am 


coming and immediately roſe to join them; the thieves, 


conſcious of guilt, and ſtruck with a panic, thought tke 

dead man had really deſcended from the gibbet, and 
took to their heels with the ſpeed of greyhounds, he who 
followed in vain called to them to ſtop. 1 


A gentleman happening to have high words with a 
butcher in St. James's Market, was at faſt ſo provoked 
that he raiſed his cane, and threatened to give him a good 
dreſſing V, maſter, ſays his antagoniſt, it ſhall only be 
lent, and I will tale care it -jhall be repaid with intereſt. 


A gentleman threatening to give a poor fellow a good 

dreſſing. the man replied, I am very much obliged to your ho- 

nour; but as you are a gentleman, you ought to be the beſt dreſ- 
ſed; and, if you pleaje, I will undertake you hall be fo. 


A young fellow was extolling a lady's beauty very 
highly, and one of his companions, allowed ſhe had 
beauty, but that ſhe had a bad ſet of teeth. Very true, 


but jhe is a fine woman in ſpite of her teeth, _ 


— 
4 
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A N clergyman whoſe pariſhioners had many of them 
not made the moſt honourable exit out of this bad world, 
inſiſted, when he was baptizing one. of their children, 
to be paid the nuptial and burial fees, as well as thoſe 
of baptiſm; and when the parents aſked the reaſon of 
this extraordinary demand, he replied, Becauſe [ know, as 


| as he is grown up, he will cheat me of my dues, AE _ 0 


Faris to be hanged, 


Henry Stephens relates an en of a dwarfiſh man 


= had eſpouted ſuch a gigantic woman, that he was 


obliged to climb upon the table if he wanted to kiſs her. 


This woman, ſays our author, when her huſband was vex- 
ed or out of humour, would look down as if from a two 


pair of ſtairs window, and alk who was that os din 
there below. | | | | 


A tatling fellow came and told a perſon, of whom he 
had very little knowledge, a ſecret of the utmoſt conſe- 


- quence to himſelf, begging for God's ſake that the other 


would not tell it again. Never fear, ſaid the Ferlon, 1 
Hall at leaſt be as diſer eet as yourſelf. . / 


The celebrated Malherbe dined one day with the arch- 


biſhop of Rouen, who was famous for being a tedious 
dull. preacher. Dinner was ſcarcely over before Malherbe 


fell aſleep; but was awaked by the prelate, and invited 
to go and hear him preach. I beſeech your Grace, * ſaid 
Malherbe, to excu/# me; [ can fleep FR well where 


1 am. 


A certain er s coach happening a few years ago, 
to prevent ſome noblemen's carriages from drawing up 
aſter the-play, Lord deſired the coachman to Jive 
oft; at the ſame time calling to the owner, Mr. Auctioneer 
your coach is a going! a going It's gone! to the great morti- 
fication of the auctioneer, and the mirth of every one 


preſent, 
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Too Iriſh labourers being at the execution of the ma- 
lefactors on the new ſcaffold before Newgate, one ſays 
to the other —Arraß Pat, now. but is there any difference 
between being hanged here and being hanged in chains /—No 
honey .' replied he, no great difference ; only one hangs about an 
hour, and the other hangs all the days of his life. 


Ab dean of Canterbury, remarkable for holding a great 
number of church-preferments, travelling ſlowly in his 


chariot to that city, was overtaken by a poor parſon, 


who had ſomehow procured the loan of a good horſe. 


The parſon en paſſant, bowed moſt reſpectfully to the dean? 
who defiring him to ſtop, begged he would call at the 
Mermaid at Rocheſter, and order him a dinner, to be 
ready at a certain hour, The parſon accordingly called 
on the hoſt, that he would be honoured with a viſit at 
ſuch a time, and muſt provide a good dinner. Fir how 
many, and pleaſe your honour ? ſays Bonniface. Why, re- 


' plies the parſon, [can't well ſuy how many perſons the whole 


company will conſiſt of, for I only ſaw the Dean of Canterbury, 
the Cannon of Wincheſter, the Provoſt of Litchfield, the Rec- 
tor of Orpington, the Vicar of Romney, and one of the King's 


_ chaplains, The parſon then proceeded to his own home, 


which was within a few miles; and the landlord begun 
to make anfple proviſion for the numerous gueſts he ex- 
pected to entertain. Accordingly, when the Dean ar- 


rived, a large table was ſet, and the cloth laid, How's 


this, cries his reverence; you have ſhewn me the wrong room; 
this, ſurely, is intended for a large company.—And pleaſe your 
honour, replied the landlord, Parſon Singlechurch called 
about an hour and a half ago, and told me I muſt 


provide for your honour, and the Cannon of . Wincheſter, 
and the Provoſt of Litchfield, and the Reftor of Orpington, and 


one of the King's chaplains too, and I don't know how many 


more; and ſo I thought, and pleaſe your honour, I'd get 
enough. —Oh, very well, coolly anſwered the dean, who 
now recolle&ted himſelf, J 


ht to have aſked Mr. Single- 
church to have ftaid and dined with me, BS ; 


King | 


( 0 


King Charles II. being at bowls, and having laid a 
bowl very near the jack, my ſoul to a horſe-twrd, ſays he, 


nobody beats that. — F you will lay odds, ſays Rocheſter, Ill 


take the bet. 


The great Henry IV. of France being aſked by one of 


his hauty favourites why his Majeſty gave himſelf the 
trouble to return the ſalutes of ſo many beggars who 
made their obeiſance to him in the ſtreets; inſtantly re- 
plied—Becauſe I wiſh not to ſee the beggars in my ſtreets ex- 
ceed me in politeneſs, 95 or 


— 


A lady obſerving in company how glorious and uſeful 


a body the ſun was—T he ſun to be ſure, ſays an Iriſh gen- | 


tleman preſent, is a very fine body; but, in my opinion, the 


moon is much more uſeful : for the moon affords us light in the 


night-time, when we really want it; whereas we have the ſun 
- with us only in the day-time, when we have no occaſion for it. 


A miſer, having loſt an hundred pounds, promiſed ten 


pounds reward to any one who ſhould bring it him. An 
honeſt poor man, who found it, brought it to the old 
gentleman, demanding the ten pounds. But the miſer, 
to baffle him, alledged there were a hundred and ten 
pounds in the bag when loſt. The poor man, however, 


N 


was adviſed to ſue for the money; and, when the cauſe 


came on to be tried, it appearing that the-ſeal had not 


been broken nor the bag ripped, the judge ſaid to the 


- defendant's counſel—T he bag you loſt had an hundred and ten 


pounds in it, you ſay—Yes, my lord, ſays he. Then replied 
the judge, according to the evidence given in court, this cannot 
be your money ; for here are only an hundred pounds : therefore 
the plaintiff muſt keep it till the true owner appears. 


Dr. Brown, chaplain to the Biſhop of Hereford, dining 


one day with his lordſhip, in company with a young lady 
to whom he paid his addreſſes, was aſked for his toaſt 


after dinner: when the biſhop, perceiving him to heli- 


tate, cried—0 I beg your pardon, doctor, your toaſt is not yet. 


Brown. 
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Alate chancellor of the Exchequer, who lived in the 


houſe at preſent occupied by Mr. Pitt, and which belongs 


to that office, on quitting it after his diſmiſſion, pro- 


teſted he would never again live in a houſe of office. © 
| 


| 
A ks of a country ſquire, who made an honeſt wo- 


man of his father's chambermaid, bolted into the room 
when ſhe was in labour, and blubbering over her with 
great tenderneſs, ſobbed out that he was forry ſhe felt ſo 
much pain on his account Don't make thyſelf uneaſy love, 
{aid the wife, I can't bear to ſee thee ret, for I'm, ſure it was: 


not thy fault. - 


The Marquis De la Scallas, an Italian nobleman, hav- 


ing invited the neighbouring gentry to a grand entertain- 
ment, where all the delicacies of the ſeaſon were pro- 


" | vided? ſome of the company arrived very early, for the 
purpoſe of paying their reſpects to“ his Excellency. 
Soon after which the Major-Domo entering the dining- 


room in a great hurry, told the marquis that there was 


a moſt wonderful fiſherman below, who had brought one 


of the fineſt filh in, all Italy? for which, however, he 


demanded a moſt extravagant price. Regard not his price, 
cried the marquis; pay him the money direcily.—So I would, 
pleaſe your highneſs, but he refuſes to take any money — What 
_ then would the fellow have? An kundred ſtrokes of the ſtrappa- 


do on his bare ſhoulders, my lord; he ſays he will not. bate a 


ing blow. On this the whole company ran down ſtairs, 
to ſee ſo ſingular a man. A fine fiſh! cried the marquis: 


What is your demand, my friend ?—Not a quatrm!, my lord, 


anſwered the 5 I will not take money. IF your 
tordjhip wiſhes to have the fiſh, you muſt order me an hundred. 
laſhes of the ſtrappado on my naked. back ; otherwiſe I Hall apply - 
_ elſerohere. —Rather than loſe the fiſh, ſaid the marquis, ue 


muſt e'en let this fellow have his- humour: —Here cried he, to 


one of his grooms, diſcharge this. honeſt man's demands: but 
don't lay on too hard; don't hurt the poor devil very mack! The 


- fiſherman then ſtripped, and the groom prepared to ex- 
% My friend, laid the 


ecute his lord{hip's orders. Now 
 filherman., 
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| 
| 


4 


fiſherman, keep an exa# account I beſeech you; for I don't de- 
fire a ſingle ſtroke more than my due. The whole company 
were aſtoniſhed at the amazing fortitude with which 
the man ſubmitted to the operation, till he had received 
the fiftieth laſh; when addreſſing himſelf to the ſer- 
vant Hold my friend, cried the fiſherman: I have now 
vad a full ſhare sf the price. Tour ſhare! exclaimed the 
marquis; what is the meaning of all this? My lord, returned 
the fiſherman, I have a partner, to whom my honour is en- 
gazed that he ſhall have his full half of whatever I receive for 
the filk; and your lordihip, I dare venture to ſay, will by and 
bye own that it would be a thouſand pities to defraud him f a 
ſingle ſtroke, — And pray honeſt friend, ſaid the marquis, who 
is tis partner Hour porter, my lord, anſwered the fiſher- 
man, who keeps the outer-za'e, and refuſed to admit me, wileſs 
I would promiſe him half what I ſhould obtain for the IH. 
Ho. ho! exclaimed the marquis laughing very heartily, 
by the bleſſing of heaven, he ſhall have double his demand in full 
tale. The porter was accordingly ſent for; and being 
ſtripped to the {kin, two grooms were directed to lay on 
with all their might, till he had fairly received what he 
was ſo well entitled to, The marquis then ordered his' 
ſteward to pay the fiſherman twenty ſequins; deſiring 
him to call annually for the like ſum, as a recompenſe 
for the friendly ſervice he had done him. agg ot 


As the late Mr. Rich, whoſe abilities as à harlequig 
are univerſally known, was returning home from the: 
playhouſe in a hackney-coach, he ordered the coachman' 
to drive him to the Sun, then a famous tavern in Clare 
Market. Juſt as the coach paſſed one of the windows '# 
the tayern, Rich, who perceived it to be open, dexterou- 
fly threw himſelf out at the coach-wiridow into the 
room. The coachman, who ſaw nothing of this tranſac- 
tion, deſcended from his box, opened the coach-door, 
and let down the ſtep; then taking off his hat; he walt⸗ 
ed for ſome time, expecting his fare to alight; but at 
length looking into the coach, and ſeeing it empty,” he 
beſtowed a ſew hearty curſes on the raſcal who had bilked 
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him, remounted his box, turned about, and was return- 
ing to the ſtand; when Rich, who had watched his op- 
portunity, threw himſelf into the coach, looked out; 
aſked the fellow where the devil he was driving, and de- 
Ared him to turn about. The coachman, almoſt petri- 
fied with fear, inſtantly obeyed, and once more drew up 
to the door of the tavern. Rich now got out? and after 
reproaching the fellow with ſtupidity, tendered him his. 
money. No, God bleſs your honour, ſaid the coachman, my 
maſter has ordered me to take no money to night, —Pſhaw.! ſaid 
Rich, your maſter's a fool; here's a ſhilling for yourſelf j— No 
No, fad the coachman, who by that time had remounted . 
G4 Huis box, that won't do: I know you too well, for all your ſhoes 
Wi —and ſo, Mr. Devil, for once you'r outwitted. | 


VB ; : 
bl - The late lady Tyrawly, who was very ſhort-ſighted, 
| being on a chriſtening viſit, her ladyſhip waited below- 
ſtairs, a conſiderabl e time with much impatience to ſee 
the child, which was to be brought down to her. The foot- 
man, in the mean time, entered the apartment with a 
coal-ſcuttle ; who approaching the fire, near which her 
ladyſhip was ſeated, ſhe immediately roſe, and be- 
ing extremely deſirous of complimenting the family 
with a thouſand cammon-place obſervations on the bant- 
ling, run on in the following manner, with great volu- 
_ bility—La. it is the ſweeteſt creature I ever beheld! my Lord 
Duke's noſe! my Lady Ducheſs's mouth. — Dear nurſe, this. 
is an univer ſal joy; for ſure no mother ever had ſo ſweet a 
creature“ The company ſtared; and her ladyſhip, who 
did not diſcover her error, called for her chair, con- 
gratulated herſelf on having paid her viſit, and returned 
home full of the praiſes of his Graces delightful baby. 


A Maſter of Arts being reduced to extreme poverty, | 

| hegged fome relief of a lockſmith who was at work in his © 
ſhop. The ſmith. aſked him why he had not learned 
ſome art to get his. living by, rather than thus to go 
about begging. Alas! replied the ſcholar, I am a maſter of 
Jeven,—QOf ſeven / replied the lockſmith? they muſt be ſor- 
| | | Ti OP 
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| ry ones indeed, then, ſince they are not all able to keep you: for 
** my part, I have only one, as you ſee, which maintains ſeven 


of us ; myſelf, my wife, and five children. 


| 
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At the beginning of the revolution, ſeveral perſons of 
rank, who had been zealouſly ſerviceable in bringing 
about this event, but who at the ſame time had no great 
abilities, applied for ſome of the moſt conſiderable employ- 
ments under government ? when the earl of Hallifax being 
confulted on the propriety of admitting thoſe claims— 
I remember, ſaid his lordſhip, to have read in hiſtory that 
Rome was ſaved by the geeſe—but I do not recolle& that thoſe © 
geeſe were made conſuls. | „„ 


The Emperor Solyman, that haughty ſovereign of the 
Turks, whoſe talents were ſo great, and whoſe ambition 


| was without bounds, in his attack on Hungary, took the 
city of Belgrade, which was confidered as the bulwark of 


Chiſtendom. After this important conqueſt, a woman of 
low rank approached him, and complained bitterly that 
ſome of his ſoldiers had carried off her cattle, in which 


| conliſted the whole of her wealth. You muſt then have been 
in a very deep ſleep, ſaid the Sultan, ſmiling, if you did not 


hear the robbers. Tes, my ſovereign, replied ſhe, I did ſleep 
Jountly; but it was in the fulleſt confidence that your Highneſs 
watched for the public ſafety. The prince who had an ele- 


vated mind, far from reſenting this freedom, made her 
| _ ample amends for the loſs which ſhe had ſuſtained. - 


A late popular character, when very young, was a 
candidate for Berwick upon Tweed; and, being returned, 
preferred a petition to the Houſe of Commons; retain- 
ing a certain eminent counſel, with a fee of fifty gui- 


| Teas, Juſt before this buſineſs was about to come into 


the Houſe, the barriſter, who had in the interval chang- 
ed his political ſentiments, ſent word he could not po. 
ſibly plead. On this, the candidate immediately wait- 


cd on his advocate, mildly expoſtulated and remonſtra- 


ted, but all-in vain, he would not by any means con- 
. e ſent 


— 


(ent), 


ſent either to plead, or return the money; adding with 2. 
ineer of profeſſional inſolence, that the law was open, 
and to that he might have recourſe, if he conceived him- 


e 


Telf injured. No, no, Sir, replied his ſpirited client, - 


{ was weak enough to give you a fee, but Tam not quite fool 
enough to go to law with you ? as I percetve that my "whole fortune 
might be waſted in retaining fees alone, before 1 found oye honeſt. 
. barriſter to plead for me. I have therefore brought my advocate 
in my pocket / then, taking out a brace of piſtols, he offer- 
ed one to the aſtoniſhed counſellor; and proteſted, that 
before he quitted the room, he would either have his money, 
or ſatisfaction! The money was accordingly returned; 
but, loſing ſo able an advocate, the juſtice of his cauſe 
prevented not the failure of his application. 


A cetain colonel who made the fine fire-works in St. 
James's Square, to celebrate the peace of Ryſwick, being 
in company with ſome ladies, was highly commending 
the epitapth juſt then ſet up in the Abbey on Mr Pur- 
cels monument V „„ 
46 He is ome -> that place where only his own Harmony can be ex- 
Cedced. . | fo % 


Lord, Colonel, faid one of the ladies, the ſame epitapth 


might ſerve for you, by allering a ſingle word— 


%“ He is gone to that place where only 
| ceeded. 


A cardinal highly in the confidence of Pope Alexander 
the ſixth; told him one day that it would be expedient 
to baniſh the phyſicians out of Rome, for they were en- 
tirely uſeleſs. No, ſays the pope, they are quite the reverſe ; 
for without them the world would increaſe ſo faſt, that one could 


not live by another. | 

The famous Rabelais followed the Cardinal of Lor- 
rain to Rome, and attended on him as his phyſician, 
This prelate being gone to pay his duty to the new pope, 
Gregory XIII. was, according to cuſtom, admitted to 


the honour of kiſſing his holineſs's toe. Rabelais, who 


is own Fire-works can be ex- 


Was 


— enoeten ns 
* 


„ 

was preſent, appearing ſurpriſed and ſhocked at the ſight 
of ſuch a beaftly action, haſted out of the room, be 
went away. The Cardinal, on his return home, aſke 

him angrily, what made 3 run away before he was 


preſented to the pontiff, with the gentlemen of his re- 
tinue. I crave your Eminency's pardon, anſwered Rabelais: 


but, ſeeing you, who are a cardinal, a great prince, and my 


maſter, kiſs the Fope's toe, I thought the greateſt honour that 


cone Fall tomy ſhare, would be to kiſs his Ring s backſide.. . 


King James the Firſt gave all manner of liberty =; 
encouragement, to the exerciſe of buffoonery, and he 
took great delight in it himſelf. Happening once to bear 
ſomewhat hard on one of his Scotch courtiers—by my ſaul, 
returns the peer, he that made your majeſty a king, ores 


the beſt fool m Chrilencom. 


A young gentleman 9 Eh al being admitted into Yo 
law, was aſked a queſtion by one of the gentlemen of the 
long robe—Suppole, ſays he, your client had a debt 
owing him of nine pounds nineteen ſhillings, and the 
plaintiff was going to leave his country, how would you 
act. Why, lays the young ſtudent, Iuould lend him another 
_ ſtalling, This anſwer ſo well pleaſed the judges, that they 
afterwards conſulted, and admitted him. | 


1 Eper told his client, his adverſary had DP his 
ſuit from ce court into another; to whom the client 
replied, —Let him remove it to the devil if he. Pleaje s: Ln 


Sure my attorney, for Wang, well follow it. 


Eh Ns le Wolſey was firſt es of ſtate to Hen. vw. 
and n great ſavour with him. He was a proud, inſolent 
and vicious prelate, and falling under diſgrace, he was 
ſent for by the king; but dying on his journey, between 
York and London, he left this teſtimony behind him, to 
the honour of religion and virtue, viz. Had I ſerved my 

Cod as zealouſly as I have ſerved my prince, he would ,not have 


| Malen me in 0 old * ies | I 
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A nobleman, before a numerous aſſembly, told a wor- 
thy divine, who was ſoliciting him for a living then 'va- 
cant, and in his lordfhip's diſpofal, No, no, Doctor! 
talk no more of it; but prithee, man, learn to dance.— 
The doctor, not at all abaſhed, ſmilingly replied—He 
fhould be incorrigible not to improve with his lordſhip 


for an inſtructor, who had long taught him to dance at- 


tendonce.— Have I ſo, doctor? ſays the earl; then een take 
the Irving, and my daughter Sophy ſhall teach you to turn ouf 
Jour es. 1 
There was a patron in England, that had a benefice 
fallen into his hands, and a good brother of mine came 
unto him, and brought him thirty apples in a diſh, and 
gave them to his man, to carry them to his maſter The 
man accordingly preſented him with the diſh of apples, 
 faying—-Sir ſuch a man hath ſent you a diſh of fruit, 
and deſireth you to be good unto him for. ſuch a- bene- 
fice.—Tuſh, tufh, faid he, this is no apple matter, I 
wilk have none of his apples; I have as good as theſe in 
my own orchard, The man came to the prieſt again, 
and told him what his maſter, ſaid, Then (replied the 
prieſt) deſire him to prove one of them for my ſake; he 
hall find them better than they look for. He cut one 
of them, and found ten pieces of gold in it. Marry 
uoth he, this. is a good apple, The prieſt ſanding not 
tar off, and hearing what the gentleman ſaid, cried out, 
T hey are all one apple, I aſſure you, Sir, they all Po 
vn one tree, and have all one taſte. Well, he is a good fel- 
low, let him have it, ſaid the patron; and get you a graft 
ef this tree, and I'll warrant ut to you in better ſtead than 


4 


all St. Paul's learning. CE 2 


A poor but worthy clergyman, who poſſeſſed only a 
Small lectureſhip, from the income of which he had a 
large family to maintain, had been under the neceſſity, 
through ſome expenſive family ſickneſſes, &c. of con 
tracting debts with ſeveral of the pariſh, and, being un- 
able to anſwer their demands, abſconded for ſome time, 
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for fear of being troubled; and in ſhort, was ſo aſhamed 
of facing his creditors, that he even prevailed with a 
friend to officiate for him on Sundays. However, con- 
ſidering this way of life could not laſt long, he took 
courage, and reſolved to preach the following Sunday be- 
fore his pariſhoners; when he took his text from the 
New teſtament, in theſe words, Have patience with me, and 
1 will pay you all. He divided his diſcourſe into two gene- 
ral heads; firſt, Have patience; ſecondly, and ] will pay 
you all ; he then expatiated very largely and elegantly on 
that moſt chriſtian virtue, Patience; after which, And 
now, ſays he, having done with my firſt head, viz. Have pa- 
tience, I come to my ſecond and laſt general head, which 
is, And I will pay you all—but that I muſt defer to another op- 
portunity, Which excellent concluſion ſo pleaſed his 
creditors, that they gave him his own time to pay 
his debts, aſſuring him that they would never trouble 
him more, 2 „5 7 


His preſent Majeſty happened to ſee the Rev. Dr.**** 
at the- play, expreſſed ſome ſurpriſe at ſeeing a divine at 
ſuch a reprefentation; Sire, replied the doctor, I am not a- 
ſhamed at appearing at any place, where the head of the church 
thinks proper to be preſent. WO | 


| A chimney-ſweeper in a certain borough town, being 
one of the laſt voters at a violent conteſted election, was 
ſtrongly preſſed by each candidate to honour him with 
his vote. The fellow, who was for fome time at a loſs. 
fo tell which fine gentleman moſt merited his ſuffrage, at 
laſt recollecting that he had often heard of kiſſing hands 


among the great folks, declared that he would not vote 


for either, unleſs they would kiſs his hand. One of 
them accordingly came forward; and, having vainly en- 
deavoured to perſuade the ſweep to diſpenſe with fo diſ- 
agreeable a ceremony, actually faluted his footy fingers: 
after which, confidently claiming the expected reward, 
No, no, ſays the chimney-ſweeper, I ſhan't vote for y; 
for, I am very ſure he that would kiſs my hand, would kiſs any 

miniſter's a-. ſe. . 7 | 

| 7 The 


„„ 


A 1 was made to build the hoſpital of Bed- : 


9 5 Thoſe who were employed to Fader this money, 
came to a ſmall houſe; the door of which was half open, 
from the entry they. overheard an old man ſcolding the: 
ſervant-maid, who, having made uſe of a match in kind- 
ling the fire, had afterwards indiſcreetly thrown it away, 
without reflecting, that, the match, having ſtill the other 
extremity dipped in ſulphur, might be of further ſervice. 
After diverting themſelves a while with the diſpute, they 
knocked, and preſented themſelves before the old gentle- 
man. Az ſoon as they told him the cauſe of their com- 
ing, he went into a cloſet, from whence he brought four 
hundred guineas, and reckoning the money in their pre 
ſence, he put it into their bag. The collectors being 
aſtoniſhed at this generofity, and, teſtifying their ſur- 
prize, told the old fellow what they had heard. Gen/le- 
men, ſaid he, your ſurpiſe is occaſioned by a thing of very little 
conſequence. I keep houſe, and ſave or ſpend money my own 
way: the one furniſhes me with the means of doing the other ; 
and both equally gratify my inclinatiens. With regard to benefac- 
tions and donations, always expect moſt from prudent people, who 
keep their account. When he had ſpoken thus, he turned 
them out of his houſe without ceremony, and ſhut the 
door, not thinking half ſo much of the four hundred 
guineas, which he bad juſt given away, as of the match 
that had been thrown into the fire. | 


The late Doctor Franklin, in the 1 part of his 7A 
followed the buſineſs of a printer, and had occaſion to 
travel from Philadelphia to Boſton, In his journey he 
ſtopped at one of their inns, the landlord of which poſ- 
ſeſſed the true diſpoſition of his countrymen, which is, to 
be inquiſitive even to impertinence into the bulineſs of 
every ſtranger. —The doctor, after the fatigue of the day's 
travel, had ſet himſelf down to ſupper, when his landlord 
began to torment him with queſtions, The doctor well 
knew the diſpolition of theſe people; he apprehended, 
that, after having anſwered his queſtions, others would 


come in and go over the ſame End, 1o he was deter- 
: | FEE - mined 
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| mined to ſtop him, Have you a wife landlord? Yes, fir. 
Pray let me ſee her. Madam was introduced with much 


form. How many children have you? four ſir, I jhould be 
happy to jee them. The children were fought and introduced. 
How many ſervants have vo ? Two. ſir 2. a man and « woman. 
Pray fetch them. When they came, the doctor aſked if 
there were any one elſe in the houſe; and being anſwered 
in the negative, addreſſed himſelf to them with much ſo- 
lemnity: My good friends, I ſent for you here to give you an 
account of myſelf; my name is Bejamin Franklin; I am @ prin- 
ter, of———years of age; reſide at Philadelphia, and am 
now going on 1 from thence to Boſton, I ſent for you all, 
that, if you wiſh. for any farther: particulars,' you may aſk, and 
IF will inform you: which done, I flatter myſelf you will permit 


me to eat my ſupper in peace. 


When Spencer had finiſhed his famous poem of the 


Fairy Queen, he carried it to the Earl of Southampton, 


the great patron of the poets of thofe days. The manu- 
ſcript being ſent up to the earl, he read a few pages, and 
then ordered his ſervant to give the writer 20l. Reading 
on, he cried in rapture, Carry that man another 20l. 
Proceeding ſtill, he faid, give him 201. more. But, at 
length, he loſt all patience, and faid, Go turn that fellow 


out of the houſe, for if I read on, I ſhall be ruined. 
5 | ; | + 


In an aſſembly the other day, the converſation hap- 
pened to turn upon a new publication, which was highly 
praiſed by a nobleman, who had juſt peruſed it. A per- 
{on in company, : underſtanding, from what the nobleman 
ſaid, that he was a ſtranger to the author, went in queſt 
of him, knowing him to b& hard by, and introduced 
him-to the nobleman? at the fame time, intimating that 
be ſtood in need of pecuniary aſſiſtance. His lardſſup coldly 
told the author that he liked the work very well, and, drawing 
out his purſe, made him a preſent of it : in which was 62 gui- 


neas. . 


That admired ſon of the comic muſe, Mr. Quick, be- 
longing to the Liverpool company of comedians, at the 
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tine the celebrated. Naval Review of Porifmouth made fo 
much noiſe in the world; one of the gentlemen of the 
theatre: after ſaluting Mr. Quick one morning in the 
GREEN ROOM, whipt open his waiſtcoat, the ladies ſet up a 
loud laugh, which the wag heightened, by obſerving, the 
ladies had an +4 2 ed of Jang a Navel NE without going 
0 Port ſmouth. 5 | 
8 | | | 
A man going bome late at night was Nope by he 
patroles, and aſked where he was going; he being in- 
toxicated with liquor, told them He came from where 
they would like to have been, and wasgoing where they 
dare not come for their ears. They then aſked his name 


and where he lived—My. name, lays he, is ſeven- and- | 


twenty ſhillings, and where I live 1s out of the king's do- 
minions. Upon which they took| him to the watch-houſe. 
The next day he was examined before the juſtice, for the 
impertinent anſwers given to the patroles. Upon which 
be ſaid—Pleaſe' your worſhip, I was at a punch-houſe where 
T had good liquor, that made me ſay | they would-wiſh to be there, 
and my going home was to my wife, where they had no right to 
come, and my name is Moidore; I live in Little-Britain. Which 
anſwer ſo well ge the juſtice, that he was FITS ged 


Immediately. | 


A n once was called upon a jury at the Old 
Bailey, but he being diſtreſſed in circumſtances reſolbed 
to turn upon the road to mend his fortune, upon which 
he ordered his barber to make him a ſcarlet wig, which 
he wore, and robbed two gentlemen; after which he 
threw the wig away. A countryman with his team tra- 
velling the road picked it up, and admiring it, throws of 
his cap and put on this ſcarlet wig, thinking it was the 
faſhion in London; he ſoon after arrived in town, and the 
two gentlemen who were robbed ſeeing the countryman, 
immediately took him into cuſtody, ſuppoſing him to be 
the man who robbed them: he was brought up to the Old 
Bailey for trial, and ſworn to by the two gentlemen. 
The real highwayman was on the jury, who thought it 
* cruel e that an We man ſhould E 
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and putting on the wig, faid to the gentlemen, who was 
it robbed you ? Oh, ſays the gentleman, it was you—you are 
the man, we are ſure Then ſays the judge to them, 
' why you two will ſay it is me, if I put the wig on. You 
save already ſworn to one, and want to ſwear to ano- 
ter turn them out of court, or they will ſwear to me next. 


A very ignorant, but very foppiſh young fellow going 
into a bookſeller's ſhop with a relation, who went there 
to buy ſomething he wanted, ſeeing his couſin look into 
a particular book and ſmile, * him, What there was 
in that book that made him ſmile? Why, anſwered the 
other, this book is dedicated to you, couſin Jack: Is it 
ſo? ſaid he, pray let me ſee it, for I never knew before 
that I had ſuch an honour done to me : Upon which, 
taking it into his hand, he found it to be Perkin's Cate- 
chiſm, dedicated to all ignorant perſons. | 


A drunken. fellow having ſold all his goods to maintain 
himſelf at his pot, except his feather bed, at laſt made 
away with that too; when being reproved for it by ſome 
of his friends; Why, ſaid he, I am very well, thank 
God, and why ſhould [ keep my bed. | | 


A gentleman being arreſted for a pretty large ſum 

of money, ſent to an acquaintance, w ** had often pro- 
feſſed a great friendſhip for him, to beg he would bail him ; 
the-other told him that he had promiſed never to be bail 
for any body; but with much kindneſs ſaid, I will tell 
you what you may do, JOu may get n elſe, if o can. 


When king Charles the firſt was in great anxiety 
about ſigning the warrant for the earl of Strafford's exe- 
cution, ſaying it was next to death to part with ſo able 
a miniſter, and ſo loyal a ſubject: a certain favourite of 
the king's ſtanding by, ſoon reſolved his majeſty, by tel- 
ling him, That in ſuch an exigence, a man 5 better 
part a his crutch than, his leg. | | 


Some rattling young fellows from 3 oliitiing into 
a country inn, ſeeing a plain rough-hewn farmer there: 


\ | | _ fays 


J 
ſays one of them, you ſhall f. 


countryman :—S0 coming up t 
twirl round, ſaying, there is half 
man. The former, after recove 

prize, reared his oaken towel, 


_ gravely, gave him two very 


ſhoulder, ſaying, I thank you for your kindneſs, friend, 


J 


ee. me dumb-found that 


o him, he gave his hat a 
a crown for you country- 
ring a little from his ſur- 
and ſurveying him very 
handſome drubs on the 


there is two ſhillings of , our money gain. 


A Feten having been put to p eat ſhifts to get money 


to ſupport his credit; ſome o 


his creditors at length 


ſent him word, that they would give him trouble. Pox, 


fays he, I Rave had trouble enough to borrow the money, and had 
not need to be troubled to pay „ it Haft. 1 „ 


A countrywoman being fick, 


pig to the 


ver, came ſoon after and took the ſow away. 
ſow, and being tick the 
when ſhe was very bad, 


wife recovering, aſked for her 
parſon ſhe had left it to, came 
and had taken her away. Bleſs'i 


worſe than the devil, for one may call upon him twenty 
times to take one before he will do it, but I did but once bid 


(bequeathed her ſow with | 


arſon, who thinking ſhe would hardly reco- 
The good 


us, ſays ſhe, the parſon is 


the parſon take m/ ſow, and he fetched her W 


A lady whoſe beauty was very much upon the decline 


having ſent her picture to a 
come a wooing to her, bid her 


was coming to dreſs her, take care in repairing her 
not look like her pic- | 


decays a little, of ſhe ſhould 
ture. I warrant you, madam, 
Bavarian red, a lille art made 9 
little of the ſame art ſhall. make 
iure muſt. ſit to you... 


3 
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gentleman that was to 
chambermaid, when ſhe 


ſays ſhe, laying on her 
our picture like you, now a 


A termagant ſempſtreſs coming to e a young fellow 


ou. like 3 Our Picture; . 


at his lodgings, where he was terribly afraid to have his 
landlady hear ; 
great rate, but was preſently ſeized with a fit of cough- 
ing. Lord, fays ſhe, I have got ſuch a cold I can hardly 
. Nay, as to chat, 22 * I do not care how 


| 
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ſhe began to open her quail pipes at a 


ſoftly 


| 
| 
| 


„ | 
ſoftly you ſpeak. Do not tell ms of ſpeaking ſoftly, ſays 
ſhe, let me have my money, or I will take the law of 
you— Do, ſays he, then you will be forced to hold your 
tongue, for the law allows no body to ſcold in their own 
cauſe. 


One who had biürried a light -heeled wife, inflead of 
an innocent country girl, which he took her for, was' 
ſeverely rallied upon the 'diſcovery, by his acquaintance. 
Among the reſt a woung lady having been very ſevere 
with n, he called to her lover, Who was preſent, fay- 
ing, Sir, take off your waſp, I will have a fly-flap elſe. 
You will have occaſion for be lays the, your wife has 
been blown [- : | : . 

When recruits were raiſing for the late wars, a ſer- 
jeant told his captain, that he had got him a verv ex- 
traordinary man: Ay, ſays the captain, prithee what is 
he? A butcher, Sir, replies the ſerjeant, and your ho- 
nour will have double lervice for him, for we had two 


ſheep -ſealers in the company before, 


A harmleſs country fellow having commenced a” of. 
againſ} a gentleman who had beat down his fences, and 
ſpoiled his corn; when the aſſizes drew near, his ad- 
verſary bribed his only evidence to keep out of the way: 

Well, fays the fellow, TI am reſolved III up to town, and 
the king ſhall know it. The king know it, ſays his 
landlord, who was an attorney, prithee what good will 
that do you, if the man keeps out of the way? Why, Sir, 
ſays the poor fellow, I have heard you ſay that the king _ 
make a man A PEER at any time. 


A lady ſeeing a tolerable pretty fellow, Who by the 
help of a taylor and ſempſtreſs had transformed himſelf 
into a beau, ſaid, What pity it is-to ſee one whom na- 
ture has made no fool, ſo induſtrious to paſs for an afs ; 
Rather, ſays another, we ſhould pity thoſe whom nature 
abuſes, than thoſe who abuie nature; beſides the town 
would be robbed of one half of f its AO if it ſhould be 
a crime to laugh at a a fool, 

The 
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Tube 8 Catholicks made a ſacrament. of matri- 
mony, and in confequence of that notion, pretended that 
it concerns grace : 'The Proteſtant divines do not carry 
matters ſo high, but ſay, This ought to be underſtood i in 
'a qualified ſenſe : and that marriage ſo far confers grace, 
as that generally ſpeaking, it brings repentance, which every 
body nous i is one ſtep towards grace. 1 885 | 


A lady, who had a mind ſhe told 3 to quarrel 
with an impertinent teazing young fellow ſhe did not 
like, faid ſhe could not tell how to provoke him, he u. 
ſo very aſſiduous and ſubmiſſive, $i life, ſaid her friend, 

I'd ſpit in his face. Alas, replied ſhe, that will not 
do, when men are fawning * 2 55 gs, 15 wil _ that 
for a favour, 15 


An extravagant young gentleman, to whom the title 
of Lord, and a good eſtate, was juſt fallen, being a 
little haraſſed by duns, bid his ſteward tell them, That 
whilſt he was a private gentleman he had leiſure to run in 
debt; but nom being advanced to a ran, ” was too 


buſy to pay them, 


A wild young fellow, that had "IG his fortune, Pas, | 
aſked, What he intended to do with himſelf 7. ſaid he de- 
| ſigned to go into the army. How can that be? fays one, 
you are a Catholic, and cannot take the oaths. Tou 
may as well tell me, ſays he, I cannot take orders, be- 
canſe I am an atheiſt, I aſk your pardon, replied the 
other, I did not know the ſtrength of your ene Jo 
well as I did the weakneſs of your purſe. 


A gentleman complaining of a 1 ſaid it 
was along with that drunken ſot his man, who could 
not keep himſelf ſober. With reſpe& to your worſhip, 
aid the fellow, I know very few drunken ſots, that do 
| * themſelves ſober, 5 
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A plain country yeoman bringing his daughter to town, 
ſaid, for all ſhe was brought up altogether in the country, 
ſhe was a girl of ſenſe. Yes, ſays a pretty young fe- 
male in company, Country ſenſe. Why faith, madam, 
ſays the fellow, country ſenſe is better ſometimes than 


London Impudence. _ | 


A gentleman in king Charles ,the IId's time, who had . 


paid a tedious attendance at court for a place, and had 
a a thouſand promiſes, at length reſolved to ſee the king 
himſelf; ſo getting himſelf introduced, he told his ma- 


— 


« 
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aſked him for the place juſt then vacant. The king hear- 
ing his ſtory, told him he had juſt given the place away. 
Upon which the gentleman made a very low obeiſance 
to the king, and thanked him extremely ; which he re- 
Is often. The king obſerving how over thankful he 
was, called him again, and aſked the reaſon, why he 
gave him ſuch extraordinary thanks, when he had 
denied him his ſuit : The rather and pleaſe your majeſty, 
replied the gentleman ; than if you gave me a thouſand put 
offs ; but your majeſty has ſav'd me all that trouble, and 
' generouſly given me my anſwer at once. God's fiſh, ſaid 
the king, thou ſhalt have the place for thy downright honeſty. 


A merry drolling fellow, who lived with a lady that 
was juſt on the point of matrimony, being ſent with a 
\ how d'ye to an acquaintance of her's, who liv'd "a few 
miles off, was aſked how his lady did ; Ah, dear madam, 
replied the fellow, ſhe can never live long in this condition, 
A perſon adviſing a lady in town to marry a country 
gentleman ; to recommend the match in the ſtronger 


terms, told her it would be more convenient for her, be- 
cauſe his concerns in the country joined to her's. Ay, ſays 


the lady, but his concerns all never join to mine in the 


— 


An 


jeſty what pretenſions he had to his favour, and boldly 
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| 15 Eneliſh gentleman F to France, had . 
choice of an abbot, as wicked as himſelf, for the com- 
panion of his pRatures : One of his countrymen told him, 
'That though the abbot and he differed about the way to 
heaven, they were in a fair way of going to the devil together. 


A very grave perſon being carried before a magiſtrate, 
for having a little thing as big as a baſtard laid to him: 
one that was paſſing by, aſked what was the matter? 
Only, fays another, an old gentleman is apprehended 
upon fuſpicion of mankood. . Manhood! ſays the former, 
What, has he committed murder? Quite the contrary, 
replied the 'other ; he has committed 4 fornication, and got a 
| Abies, not killed one. | 


A Mac INS in the ſtreet enquiring the way to New- 
| gate, an arch fellow that heard him, ſaid he would ſhew 
him preſently. Do but go acroſs the way, ſaid he to yon 
Goldimith's ſhop, and move off with one of thoſe ſilver tun- 
kards, and it will bring you there preſently. 


A certain prieſt in a rich abby. in Flotormes being 
a fiſherman's ſon, cauſed a net to be ſpread every day, 
on a table in his apartment, to put him in mind of his 
original; the abbot dying, this diſſembled humility pro- 
cured him to be choſen abbot, after which the net was 
uſed no more. Being aſked the reaſon, he anſwered, \ 
there is no occaſi ton for the net now the fiſh en 


A farmer, who had a very great name in the country 
for his dexterity in manly exerciſes, ſuch as wreſtling, 
throwing the bar, and the like, drew upon himſelf many 
occaſions: to try his kill, with ſuch as came far and near 
to challenge him; among the. reſt, a conceited fellow rode 
a great way to vilit this champion: and being told that he 
was in his ground behind the houſe, he alighted, and walk- 
ed with his horſe in his hand, till he came where he found 
him at work; ſo hanging his horſe upon the pails, he ac- 
coſted him thus : : that having heard much of his fame, he 

| 4:0 was 


3 


was come forty Wiler to try a fall with e The 8 


pion, without more words, came up to him, and cloſing 
with him, took him on ſuch an advantageous lock, that 
he pitched him clear over the pails; ſo with a great deal 


of unconcern, took up his ſpade and fell to work again: 


the fellow getting upon his legs again, as nimble as he 
could, called to ſpeak to him. Well, ſays the champion, 
have you any more to ſay to me ? No, no, replied the 
fellow, only lo deſire 0u would be fo hind as to throw my 
oy after me. | 


One ſeeing an affected coxcomb buying books, told 
him his bookſeller was properly his upholſterer, for he 
furnijked lis room ral lier than his head. 


A lawyer and a e har Jing a diſpute about 122 
cedence, referred it to Diogenes, who gave it in favour 
of the lawyer, in theſe terms; Let the thief g⁰ before, and 
the executioner follow. 


1 perſon having two ungracious ſons, the one robbed 
him of his money, and the other of his goods; His 
neighbour coming to condole with him, told him, He 
might ſue the can, for le was robbed between ſon and 


Jon. 


A perſon ſpeaking to the earl * — mm _—_—d at the 
falſe taſte of ſeveral people of quality, and their igno- 
Trance in many. things that they pretend to underſtand ; 
Why, ſaid my Lord, moſt of our people of quality judge of 
every thing E their ears but the opera, and that they go 


| to ſee. 


A citizen dying greatly in debt; it coming to his 

creditors ears, Farewell, {aid one, there is ſo much of 
mine gone with him : And he carried ſo much of mine, 
ſaid another : One hearifig them make their ſeveral com- 
plaints, faid, Well, I ſee now, that though a man can 
carry nothing of his own out of the world, Jet he may 
carry a great deal of other mens. - 
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A gentleman falling to decay, ſhifted where he could; 
among the reſt, he viſited an old acquaintance, and 
ſtayed with him ſeven or eight days, in which time the 
man began to be weary of his gueſt, and to be rid of 
him, feigned a falling out with his wife, by which means 
= their fare was very ſlender ; The gentleman perceiving 
their drift, but not knowing whither to go to better 
_ - Himaſelf, told them, he had been there ſeven days, and 
had not ſeen any falling out betwixt them before; and 
that he was reſolved to ſtuy ſeven weeks longer, but he would ſee 

them friends again. 1 
A young woman in France, whoſe brother had em- 
| braced the Proteſtant religion, was convicted of having 
a baſtard child, and obliged to do public penance, The 
prieſt, after a ſevere reprimand, warned her, that as 
the had made a reparation for her own crime, ſhe ſhould 
never fall into her brother's. Oh, Sir, faid ſhe, I would 
rather commit my fault a thouſand times, than be once guilty of 
1 brother's. 23 | | 


A ſimple bumkin, coming to London, was very much 
taken at the fight of a chair or ſedan, and bargained 
with the chairmen to carry him to a place he named. 
The chairmen obſerving the curioſity of the clown to be 
- ſuitable to the meanneſs of his habit, privately took out 
the bottom of the chair, and then put him into it, which 
when they took up, he e feet were upon the 
ground, and as the chairmen advanced, ſo did he; and 
to make the better ſport, if any place was dirtier 
than the reſt, that they choſe to go through; the country- 
man not knowing but others uſed to be carried, or rather 
driven in the ſame manner, coming to his lodgings, 
gave the mtheir demand. Returning into the country, he 
related what rare things he had ſeen in London, and 
withal, that he had been carried in a ſedan ; Sedan, 
quoth one, what is that? Why, ſaid he, like our watch- 
houſe, only it is covered with leather; but were it not for 
the name of a ſedan, a man might as well walk on foot, 


| 
f 
. | 
| 
| 
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A perſon one day meeting old Beveridge, aſked him 
how he did? Beveridge replied, if J anſwer you in 


Latin I am fic, ſie; if in Engliſh, ſo, fo. Well done, 
my old friend, ſays he, I think that is a good ſo, ſo 
Wet of a pun. 


A wench complained to a Jullice, that Mr. Shutes 


would have refreſhed her; Thou meanſt ravihed, ſaid the 
juſtice. Yes, Sir, ſaid ſhe, I meant ſo indeed. I war- 
rant, replies the juſtice, this rogue has raviſhed thee 
many a time before now? Yes, Sir, ſaid ſhe, to aggra- 
vate the matter, {wenty lines at leaſt. 


A company of goſfips, at a good woman's labour 


when the buſineſs was over, began to diſcourſe about 


the walking of ſpirits, which ſome affirmed. to have ſeen, 


| while others doubted of their appearance. But at laſt the 
midwife, whoſe judgment bore a great fway, delivered 


her judgment thus: For my part, I have gone up and 
down all hours in the night, and yet, heaven be praiſed, 


I never ſaw any*thing worſe than myſelf ; though of = 


conſcience, I believe I ſaw the devil once. 


Beau Naſh ſoliciting a nobleman for -a ſubſcription 
to a publick charity, his lordſhip being ſomewhat out 
of temper, put him off, telling him He would conſi- 
der of it; but Naſh begged his lordſhip would give; 
him a poſitive anſwer then, yes, or no. To which the 


nobleman replied, No, I teil you no; I thank your lord- 


ſhip, ſays Nath, taking out his liſt, how much fhall J 
ſet you down? What do you mean by thanking me? 
returned the nobleman, when [gave you a negative. Hold, 
my Lord, returned Naſh, you ſaid no, twice, and J need 
not inform jour lordſſip, that two negalives make an affr ma- 
tive! Which repartee fo pleaſed the nobleman, that he 
gave him a handſome ſubſcription. 


A humouriſt aſked a citizen the other day, whether 
he would ſooner hiſs a rei girly or * y a ou feaſt ? 
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over look you. | 


' 
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The citizen honeſtly replied, that he ſhould - prefer 
the latter. 'To which the wag archly rejoined, I never 
thought you a man of the ton before, but J find now 


that you have more taſte then feeling. 


One ſeeing a painter write falſe Engliſh on a tomb- 
ſtone in a country church-yard, told him of it. Phoh, 
ſaid he, I know what I do well enough; for the people 
here are ſo penurious that they will not go to the charge of 


good Engliſh. 


A gentleman writing a letter to his wife, as he was 
ſitting at a table at a coffee-houſe, perceived he was 
overlooked by an Iriſhman. After he had wrote a line 
or two he gces on. My dear, I ſhould be more par- 


ticular, but that I am overlooked by an impudent 
Iriſh ſon, of a whore, that ſands behind me. What do 


you mean, ſays Paddy, by abuſing me in that manner? Do I 


| 


Mr. Harley falling into company with a ſea· officer, 
at Bath, and the diſcourſe turning upon hunting, the 


captain gave the following deſcription of a chace ;— 


Our horſes being compleatly rigged, we manned them 
to their full compliment, and the wind being at north 


and by eaſt, at ſeven ante-meridian, a fleet of twen- 


ty, ſet ſail over the Downs. In about three quarters 


of a watch we eſpied a hare under a full gale; we 


tacked, and ſtood after her, crouding all the fail we 
could; but coming cloſe up to her, ſhe tacked, and 
we tacked, upon which tack I had like to have run 

round; however, getting cloſe off, I ſtood after her 
again; but unluckily, juſt as we were about to lay her 


aboard, being too much wind, my horſe and I over- 


ſet, and came keel upwards. 
BY 4 


A fellow hearing one fa y, according to the Itallan 
proverb, That three women make a market with their chatte- 
ing; Nay, then, ſaid he, add my wife to them and they. 


will make a fair. | 
| A poor 


6 
A poor man and a wealthy farmer had a ſuit at 


law; the poor man gave the lawyer a fot of ou, and 
was, old that his cauſe was gocd: but no ſooner was 


he gone, than the farmer came and preſented a fat 


hog. The, dauſe came on, and the farmer gained the 
day. The poor man after the trial, went to expol- 
tulate with the lawyer for his baſe conduct, ſaying, 


When I gave you a pot of oil you ſaid my cauſe was 
good, but you have entirely neglected it. Poor man, 


ſaid the lawyer, I am ſorry for thee; but you was 


no ſooner gone, than a fat hog came in and broke your 


pot oil, which put the cauſe quite out of my head. 


A perſon bought a pair of horns, and brought them 


home; his wife aſked what he meant: he ſaid, to 
hang his hat on. Good lord, ſays ſhe, cannot you - keep 
your hat on your head. | 


Doctor Barton being in company with Doctor 
Naſh, who had juſt printed two heavy folics, con- 


taining the antiquities of Worceſterſhire, the war- 
den humourouſly obſerved to the Doctor, that his 


publication was deficient in ſeveral reſpects. Dr. Naſh, 
as was - but natural, endeavoured to defend his vo- 


lumes in the beſt manner he was able. Pray, Doc- 


v9 


tor, are not you a jultice of peace? I am,” repli- 
ed the Doctor. Then, ſays Barton, I adviſe you 
to ſend your work to the Houfe of Correclion. 


During the time of the attack on Sullivan's-ifland, 
General Lee was one day reconnoitering the commu- 
nication made by the bridge 'of boats between that 


place and the continent. As the balls whiſtled about 


in abundance, he obſerved one of his aid-ge-camps, 
. ; . | TS 

a very young man, ſhrink every now and then, and 

by the motion of his body, wiſhed to evade, if poſ- 

ſible, the ſhot, ** 'Sdeath, Sir, cried Lee, what do 


you mean? Do you- dodge? Do you know that the 
King of Pruſſia loſt above an hundred aid-de-camps in 
. D 2 | "any 
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one campaign FL. So Pk underſtand, Six,” replied the 


to many.” 


young officer, but 1 1185 not think ond could; ſpare 


the dancer. Upon my fhoul, ſaid the Hibernian, I 
think he handles his lezs very well. | LY 


' George Garrick, being 850 of Holland's riod. with. 


his uſual good nature, for no, man poſſeſſed more; un- 
dertook to manage the funeral in a way ſuitable to his 
friend's circumſtances, for which Purpole.;he, went to 


Chiſwick, *and ordered a decent vault, land ſach other 


preparations as he thought neceſſary. Holland s father was 
à baker. Foote was invited to the funeral, which he 
certainly attended with unfeigned ſorrow; for, excluſive 
of the real concern for the loſs of a convivial companion, 


© whenever he had a 5 5 moment, he felt with very 


ſtrong ſuſceptibility. While the ceremony was performing, 
Garrick remarked to Foote how, happy he was, out of 


| reſpect to his friend, to {ee every, thing ſo. decently con- 


ducted, . You lee, ſaid he, what a ſnug family vault we 
have made here. Family vault, ſaid Foote, with tears 


trickling down his. cheeks- Hanne, YL [ 4 not think it had 


been the family ohen, F 


31 


A man was. ex: 3 TEES Sir Jobn Fielding 8 
a charge of a highway robbery, inſtituted by a gentle- 


man of diſtinction, who ſwore poſitively to every cir- 
cumſtance of the robbery, | yet could not identify the 


perſo . In the courle of the buſineſs, the right honora- 


ble witneſs ſeemed extremely offended that Sir John 


Fielding ſhould pay the priſoner ſo much reſpect, and 
him, as +2 thought' ſo very little —for which, ant, 
he MED TRE the following rebuke. Jam heartily, Jorry- that 
you are offended at my ſoftening the, rigour of juſtica with & little 
humanity. The priſoner i is intitled more. to my attention than yo 
are becauſe he is unfortunate. - 1 he. ſhould be guilty,: the law - 


. & ſevere. enough without, any. erat on my. part; but if 


g {1 innocent 


1 
6 
| 0 — 


f : +10 1603 n 5 
k lady aſked an Iriſh HR how he liked ii 


» A n. 


landlords laughed at the credulity of their neizhbours. 


„„ ; 


IJ 


% 


Innocent, low could I excuſe myſelf—by adding inſult to misfor- 


tune 2 


Dignum and Moſes Kean the mimic, were both 
taylors and intimate friends—Banniſter met+ them, un- 
der the piazza in Covent Garden, arm in arm—1 
never ſee thoſe men together,“ ſail Charles, but 
they put me in mind of one of Shakeſpeare's come- 
dies. But which of them, Banniſter ?—Why Meaſure 
for Meaſure.” | 1 5 


An impertinent fellow, who was a ſtranger to Lord 


Guildford, aſked him, in the pit of the opera, Wo 


that plain lady was, immediately before him — That 
lady, faid the noble lord, is my wife—lt is true, 
that ſhe is a plain woman—I am a plain man; you, 
I perceive, are a plain dealer, and that is the plain 
„ N RD _ ; 


Shuter was at dinner one day in a promiſcuous com- 


pany—and, as ſoon as the cloth was taken away, one of 
them got up and intreated, as a particular Favor, he 


would begin to be comical, Gad, faid; Shuter, I forgot 
my Fool's dreſs—but however, J go and fetch it, if you'll be 
my ſubſtitute, till I return. The man thought this very 
comical, and declared he would. Shuter then took his 
hat and cane — went away, and did not return at all. 


At Tpſwich, during the race-week, the landlord of one 
of the principal inns. had advertiſed his beds at a guinea 
a piece; and fearing, cn account of the exorbitant de- 
mand, that viſitors ſhould be induced to take lodgings, 
he procured, with great cunning and induſtry, a promiſe 


from the other inhabitants that they would Alk the ſame 
price. What was the confequence ? Ipſwich is very large 


and the ſtrangers naturally ſaid, if we can get lodgings 
no cheaper at private houſes than at inns, we had bet- 
ter be where our horſes can be taken care of. Thus, 
few private lodings were let, the inns were full, and thz 
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friends, and got . a * low and miſerable 


(54) 


An Italian, whoſe name is Colin: aſter he had 


been in England about a month, happened, as he was 
ſtrolling about to find himſelf near Billingſgate, ſee- 
ing him a foreigner, he was preſently huſtled about : 
and in ſhort the fiſh-women and watermen determi- 


ned to give him what they called a complete black- 


guarding. Grimani, who ſcarcely underſtood a word 
of Engliſh, hearing the word damn frequently. uſed, 
was ſtruck as quick as lightning with an idea that he 
ſhould conquer them with their own weapons. He 
thought he had nothing to do but to think of a num- 
der of names unknown to the mob, and therefore 
began, damn Cicero, damn Plutarch, damn Ariſtotle, 
damn Demoſthenes, damn Plato, damn Anaxageras, 
damn Scipio, damn Hannibal, 'damn Agamemnon, 


damn Achilles, and thus he went on with extreme 
— volubility, throwing his muſcles, which was a pretty 
. eaſy thing to do, into the utmoſt contortions, till at 
length one of the mob crid out, damme, come along 


Jack, we ſtand no chance with this fellow, he gn 
I» times better than any one of us. 


When Sir Elijab Impey was on his paſſage from 


India, he continually kept in the cabin from indiſ 
fſition, while her ladyſhip was in very good health . 
| conſtantly on deck. One fine day ſhe coaxed him out 


to enjoy a little air, and as he was walking the deck, 
it having blowed pretty hard the preceding day a 
ſhark was playing by the ſide of the ſhip. Having 


never ſeen ſuch an object before, he called to one 


of the ſailors to tell him what it was. Being aſked 


the queſtion: why don't you know, an pleaſe our 


honor ? ſaid the Jack Tar. No, ſaid Elijah, what is 
the name of it? Why, replied the tar, I don't know 
what name they know em by Aae, but here we 


call em ſea ente 


"A fooliſh tage-ſtruck Sls ran away Gas his 
©. 
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ſet of ſtrollers. A relation, after a time, diſcovered 


him juſt as he was going on the ſtage in Aing Richard; 


and on reading him a pretty ſevere lecture on his 
folly and diſobedience, received an anſwer ſuitable 
to all the ridiculous conſequence and aſſumed pomp 
of a mock monarch. To which he anſwered; theſe 
are fine lofty words but 'tis a great pity, Mr. King 
Richard, that you could not afford to buy a better puir 


of ſhoes. The actor looking at his toes, which were 
| ſtaring him in the face, without loſing his vivacity, 


cried out Shoes, O damme, ſhoes are thinzs we Kings don't 


ſtand upon, — 


A noble commander, becauſe he could not conceal 
it, was continually boaſting of his riſe from a private 
man. His conſtant expreſſion was, did you ever ſee 
me do fo and ſo when I was a private ſoldier. One 
day in the Iſtand of St. Euſtatius, as he was review- 
ing the troops, he took notice of a man in the ranks 
who was very dirty. Going up to him—ſaid he, 
% How dare you appear in that naſty condition, your 
ſhirt's as black as ink! Did you ever ſee me with 
ſuch a dirty ſhirt? no, your honor, anſwered the 
man, to be ſure, your honor, I never did, but then - 
your honor will pleaſe to recollect, that your honor's 
mother—was a waſher woman, | 
In one of the engagements with the French at Cud- 
dalore during the late war, the 101 ſt regiment gave 
way, and their places were immediately ſupplied by 
a battallion of black infantry; a gentleman ſhortly 
afterwards in company with Colonel Kenedy, then of 
the Madras Artillery, and. converſing on the ſubject, 
ſaid, he was ſurpriſed that they gave way! and fo 
am TI too faid the Colonel, for they are all tried men. 
How can you make out that? ſays the gentleman, 
for they are a new regiment. Oh, by J—s ſays the 
Colonel, they were all long ſince tried at the old Bailey, | 
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An nnfaſhionable gentleman called on his taylor ts 
Pay his bill ſoon after the receipt of it, but not 


meeting with him at home, mentioned to his wife, 
that a pair of ſilk breeches was charged, which he 
never ordered. I am always willing to pleaſe my 


kuſband's cuſtomers, , and if you will juſt ſtep into 


the next room, I will take of your breeches immediately, 


A Ducheſs, hearing that a man in a high poſt, where 
he had an opportunity of fingering a great deal of 
money, had married his kept miſtreſs; Dear me, ſaid 
he, that fellow is always robbing the public. TR 


A lawyer, and his clerk riding on the road, the 
clerk defired to know what was the chief point of the 


law ? His maſter ſaid, if he would promiſe to pay 
for their ſuppers that night, he would tell him, which 
was agreed to. Why then, ſaid the maſter, good wit- 
neſſes are the chef points in law, When they came to 


ö 
| 


the inn, the maſter 2. couple of fowls for 
pped, told the clerk to 


ſupper.; and when they had 
pay for them, according to agreement. O, Sir, ſays 


he, where is your good me 


It was ſaid of a certain co ntry ſquire, at his re- 
turn from his travels to France, by which he was 


greatly altered, though not in the leaſt improved, that 
he went there a leaden image, ou was returned one of 


flaiſter of Faris. 


A gentleman was king wi a phyſician, in the 
preſence of Mr. Farquhar, concerning the faculty's 
wearing ſwords, ſaying, he thought it an abſurd cuſ- 
tom; as theirs ought to be a Ireſs rather of gravity 
than gaiety, and therefore ſhould leave the ſword to 


the military, and other gentlemen. But Mr. Farquhar 
inſiſted it was quite a neceſſary cuſtom; and upon 
being / aſked his reaſons for it, he replied, in order 


that they may defend themſelves againſt the reſentment of the 
friends and relations of the - many patients they now ſend 
out of the world, | | | 


| 
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On a trial at the admiralty Seſſions, for ſhooting a 


feaman, the counſel for the crown aſking one of the 
witneſſes which he was for, plaintiff or defendant 


Plaintiff or defendant ! fays the ſailor, ſcratching his 
head, why I don't now what- you mean by plaintiff or 


defendant. I come to ſpeak for that man there“ pointing. 


at the priſoner.—You are a,pretty fellow for a witneſs, 
ſays the counſel, not to Fnyw what plaintiff or defendant 
means Some time after, being aſked by the ſaid coun- 
ſel what part of the' ſhip he was in at the time, Abaft 
the binnacle, my lord, ſays the ſailor. Abaft the bin- 
nacle ! replied the barriſter, What part of the "ſhip ts. 
tat? Ha! ha! ha! chuckled the failor, are not you @ 
pretty fellow for a counſellor, (pointing archly at him, 
with his finger) not to know what abaft the binnacle is“ 


A nobleman telling the hufband of a lady remarkably 
beautiful, that he could never look at his wife without 
breaking the tenth commandment; Your lordſhip, replied 
the gentleman, 15 welcome to break the tenth commandment as 
mucR as you pleaſe, provided you do not break the jeventh. 


The ducheſs of Dorſet fent a card of invitation to 
Mr. Pitt with her reſpects, and to requeſt his company to 
dinner at fen o'clock the next day; when he returned for 
anſwer he was very ſorry he could not attend her Grace's 
invitation, as he was engaged to. ſup at nine o'clock the 
fame day with the Biſhop of Lincoln. | | 


A young gentleman having the: misfortune to bury five- 
wives, being in company with a number of ladies, was 
feverely rallied by them upon the cirtumſtance. At laſt 
one of them put the queſtion to him, how he managed 
to have ſuch good luck: Why, madam, fays he, I knew 
they could not live without contr addiction, therefore I let them go- 


therr own way. 


| The late Dr. Young had occaſion to pay a viſit to arch- 
biſhop Potter's Ton, then Rector of Chiddingſtone, near 
| D 5 | Tunbridge: 
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Tunbridge. This gentleman lived in a country where 
the roads were deep and miry.— Dr. Young, after much 
danger and difficulty, arrived at his houſe, when he en- 
quired whoſe field that was he had -juſt croſſed. It is 
mine, anſwered his friend. jog ſaid the poet, Potter 8 


Feld to bury n We. 


Sir Walter Raleigh one day, | W in EM ſtudy, 
inadvertently called to his man to bring him a tankard 
of ſmall beer; when the fellow entered the room he 
threw all the liquor in. his maſter's face, and running 
down ſtairs bawled out fire! help: Sir Walter has ſtudied 
till his head is on fire, and the Joke a out of his mouth 
and noſe, 


Dr. Haugb, biſhop of W Dy LA 1 was as remark- 
able for the evenneſs of his temper as. for many. other 
good qualities, having a large com any at his houſe, a 

gentleman preſent deſired his lordſhip to ſhew him a 
curious weather-glaſs, which the biſhop had lately pur- 
chaſed, & which coſt him above thirty guineas. The 
ſeryanit was accordingly defired to bring it, who on de- 
lyering it to the gentleman, accidentally let it fall and 
broke it all to pieces. The company were all a little 
deranged, but particularly the gentleman who aſked ts 
Jee it, who was making many apologies for the accident. 
Be under no concern, my dear Hr, ſaid the biſhop ſmil- 
ing, I think it is rather a lucky omen, we have hitherto 
had a very dry ſeaſon, and now I hope we ſhall have 
ſome rain, for I proteſt I do not 1 8 ever to have ſeen 
the glaſs 25 low in my life, | 

A certain captain, remarkable for his UNCOMMON ke 
© being one day at the rooms at Bath, a lady noticing him, 
enquired who he was ; when ſhe was informed of his fa- 
mily and connections, and that he had been originally 
intended for the church ; to _ ſhe Rn, he was bet- 
ter ſuited for the fteetles 


: | 7 . 


| 
| 


— 


( a7 f 
=: gentleman obſerving in a genteel aſſembly, that 
Dr. Graham, notwithſtanding: the notorious indelicacy of 


his lectures, was a man of ſuch humanity, that he could 
not reconcile to himſelf the idea of feeding on animal 


food, and even wiſhed, if poſſible, to be cloathed, as 


well as fed, from the vegetatiye productions of the earth. 
To clothe the doctor, then, in his own way, ſaid a lady, as re- 
markable for her vivacity as her beauty and virtue, hes 


neckcloth ſhould certainly be made of hemp. 


A gentleman lately deceaſed, who was much employed 
by the nobility to ſuperintend works of taſte, having 
finiſhed an expenſive head-piece to a canal for a certain 


noble duke, after ſome ſhort time it was diſcovered to- 


leak; on which the ducheſs expreſſing ſome diſappro- 


bation, the deſigner pertly replied I thought your Grace» 
had known it is the faſhion of te dimes to run out. 


Mr. Hare formerly the envoy to Poland, had apart- 
ments in the ſame houſe with Mr. Fox, and like his 
friend Charles, had frequent dealings with the mapied 


U 


Iſraelites. One morning, as he was looking out of his 
window, he obſerved ſeveral of the tribe aſſembled at 
the door, for admittance. Pray, gentlemen, ſays he, are 
you Fox-hunting,, or Hare-hunting, this morning. 


A man, whoſe wife had for ſome time been indiſpoſed, 


going home one evening, was informed by the fervant 


that ſhe was dead. Well, ſaid the huſband, I am going o 


the club; ſend for me, if I fhould be wanted. In about two 
hours he returned, and was going to bed as uſual; when 

the maid cried out Lord, Sir don't ga there! I have 
made a bed for you in the other chamber. Tes, but I will; Bette, 
returned he: I never yet. had a peaceable day with her, and am 
determined to have one quiet night before we part. 


Demetrius, king of Macedon, frequently retired from 
buſineſs, to indulge in ſenſual pleaſures : on ſuch occax 
ions, however, he uſually feigned indiſpoſition. His 
; | . father 
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her, Antigonus, coming one day to viſit him during 
bis pretended illneſs, ſaw a beautiful young lady retire 


from his chamber. Demetrius, the inſtant he beheld his 


fire, told him that the fever had juſt left him—1 believe 
30u 51 ſon, fays Antigonus, for 7 think I met it at the door. 


As a preſs- gang, during the late“ war, were peter 
round Smithfield; they laid hold of a man tolerably well 
dreſſed; who pleaded that, being a gentleman, he was 


not able to be impreſſed. Haul him along, cries one of 


the tars; he is the very man we. want: we preſs a damned 


number of blackguards, and are curſedly at a "Py for a gene 


ſleman to teach them good manners. 


A patriotic candidate eplind. to a Re of a coviadh: 


county for his vote, promiſing to exert his influence to. 


turn out the miniſtry, and procure a freſh ſet. Then 1 


won't vote for you, cried the farmer. Why not? ſaid the 
. patriot; 1 thought you was a friend to your country,—5S0 I an, 


replied the yeoman, and for that reaſon I am not for a changes 


in the miniſtry. know well enough how it is with my hogs ; 

when I buy them in lean they eat the. devil and all, but when they 

have once got a little fat, the ezping"them is not near ſo expen- 

five; fo that I am for keeping the preſent ſet, as they will devour 
muck leſs them a new one. | 


Dr. Roger "ee the famous aſtronomer, walking-one 
dark evening with Mr. Bomfoy, in Cambridge, and the 
latter coming to a ſhort poſt fixed in the pavement, 
which in the earneſtneſs of converſation he took to be a 
boy ſtanding in his way, ſaid, haſtily Ges out of my way, 

boy —T hat boy, Sir, ſaid the doctor very calmly, is a poſt- 
boy Wo never turns out of his way | fer any body. 


A failor paſſing by a cooper 's ſhop, and EY a num- 
ber of tubs piled above each other at the door, began to- 
kick and tumble them about the ſtreet. The matter com- 
ing out, and defiring to know the reaſon of this ſtrange 
proceeding— n it, replied Jack, creo not every 
tub ſtand 1 on its 08N bo ons? | 
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A certain pope being informed that ſome Jews re 
deſirous of the honour of an audience, faid Jets. Vo. 
How can they expe& to be admitted, who were the murderers of 


our dear Saviour ! But, hearing afterwards that they were 


much afflicted at his refuſal, having brought a very va- 


luable preſent for his holineſs, as a token of their reſpect, 


he cried, with a ſeemingly careleſs air, Well,” well, admit 
them, poor uninformed peo wretches . ! they knew not what 
they were doing. | 72 155 
An honeſt panfem ſettled in a mall inge; Aber in 
a ſhort time, he gained the good-will of all his neigh- 
bours. He had, however, the misfortune to loſe one of 


his beſt milch cows in the firſty year, which grieved him 


exceedingly ; while his wife, who was an excellent me 
nager, took it to heart ſo much, that ſhe abſolutely fell 
fick, and died. The good man lamented the loſs of his 
helpmate with the moſt unaffected ſorrow, and remained 
for ſome months quite inconſolable. His neighbouts 
now thought it their duty to reaſon him into reſignation, 
My friend, ſaid one of them, the wife you have loſt was re- 

ally an excellent woman, but ſtill you have a good remedy ; ; you. 


are a ho and an honeſt man, and you will jind no difficulty in. 


procuring another, For my part, continued he, I have three. 
daughters, and I ſhall be happy to call you ſon-in-law. Ano- 
ther, on this, offered him his ſiſter; and a third his niece. 
Good God ! ſays the mourner, what a ſtrange flace this is, 
ſince a man who lives here had better loſe his wife than his cow . 


My wife is dead ; and, lo! you tell me I may pick and chuſe, 


to ſupply her place : but when my poor cow __ 2 ever 
thought of offering me another, 


A ſailor, half groggv, pe ſſing along tke ſtreet of a cer- 
tain ſea- port town, diſcovered over an admiral's door an 
eſcutcheon, and very naturally took it for an alehouſe. 
The gentleman, (a ruddy-looking portly man) ſtanding 
-at the door, he clapped him on the ſhoulder, Damn it, 
landlord, you look like an honeſt fellow, give us a cup of the beſt. 
The gentleman, to carry on the He, ordered his iervant 
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d bring him ſome beer; which being done, the jolly tar 


* 


drank towards the landlord's very good health, and en- 


quired what was to pay, which the officer told him he 
might ſettle the next time he came that way. | 


One Sunday during the laſt ſummer, while the weather 


was extremely hot, the windows of a certain pariſn- church 
in the dioceſe of Glouceſter were ſet open to admit more 


air while the congregation were aſſembled for divine ſer- 
vice. Juſt as the clergyman was beginning his weekly 


diſcourſe, (who, by the bye, is not much celebrated for 


his oratorical powers) a Jack-afs which had been grazing in 


not have been the worſt orator. | 


the ſoldier's cauſe. 


the church-yard, popped his head in at a window, and be- 
gan braying with all his might, as if in oppoſition to the 


-reverend preacher. On this, a wag preſent immediately 


got up from his ſeat; and with great gravity of counte- 
nance, exclaimed—One at a time, gentlemen ; if you pleaſe, 


The whole congregation ſet up-a loud laugh; when the 


Jack-aſs took fright, and gave up the conteſt ; though, ſrom 
the clergyman's chagrin and confuſion, he would probably 


The late king of Pruſſia aſked Sir Robert Sutton, at a 


review of his tall grenadiers, if he thought an equal num- 


ber of Engliſhmen could beat them. I will not affirm, ſaid 
Sir Robert, that an equal number could beat them; but I b. 
lieve, from my ſoul, half the number would be willing to try.. 


An old Roman ſoldier being involved in a law-ſuit, im- 
plored the protection of Auguſtus; who referred him to 
one of his courtiers, for an introduction to the judges. 
On which the brave veteran, 1 at the Emperor's 
coolneſs, exclaimed—1 did not uſe your highneſs thus, when 

u was in danger at the battle of Am; but fought for you 
myſelf / Diſcloſing, at the ſame time, the wounds he had 
received on that memorable occaſion. This retort ſo af. 


ſected Auguſtus, that he is ſaid. to have perſonally pleaded 


| | A Spa» 
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A Spaniſh, general having taken a caſtle from the 


Moors, commanded the ſoldiers, who had made a brave 
defence, to leap from the battlements. Several complied 
with this dreadful injunction; but one, more fearful than 
the reſt advanced twice to the verge of the precipice, and 
as often retreated. The general then ordered him to 


jump directly, threatening, if he retreated a third time, to 
inflict a more ſevere puniſhment. Sir, replied the poor 


fellow, ſince you think this jump ſuch an eaſy matter for a ſol- 
dier, I'll give you, who are a general, four times to do it in. 
This reply procured the ſoldier a free pardon. 


Henry the Eighth of England and Francis the Firft 
of France, were both princes of a very warm temper; 
and the former having a deſign of ſending an angry 
meſſage to the latter, pitched on Sir Thomas Moore, 
his Chancellor, for the meſſenger. Sir Thomas having 
received his inſtructions, told Henry, that he feared, 
if he carried ſuch a meſſage to ſo violent a man as 
Francis, it might coſt him his head. Never fear, man, 
ſaid the King, if Francis was to cut off your head, I 


would make every Frenchman now in my power a 


head ſhorter, I am much obliged to your majeſty, 
replies the facetious chancellor, but I muck doubt if any 
of their heads will fit my ſhoulders, | 


A young country girl in Lombardy, running after her 
ſhe-aſs, which was in haſte to get up to her foal, paſſed 
a gentleman on the road; who, ſeeing her look very 
buxom, and having a mind to be witty, called out— 
Whence do you come, ſweetheart ?—From Vilejuiff, Sir, ſaid 
ſhe. From Villejuff” anſwered the gentleman : and do 
you know the daughter of Nicholas Guillot, who lrves there? 
Very well, replied the girl. Be fo kind then, returned he, 
as to carry her a hiſs from me: and, throwing his arms 
round her neck was about to ſalute her. Hold, Sir, cried 
the girl, diſentangling. herſelf from his rude embrace, 
fince you are in ſuch a hurry, it will be better to give your his 
to my aſs, as ſhe will be there ſome time before me. | 
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Few people were greater, abhiters of prudence and 
oh than Sir Richard Steele was, in precept; yet 
nothing could be more diſagreeable to his teniper than the 


practice of either. A turn naturally gay and expenſive 


#requently reduced him to difficulties, and expoſed him 


tb fonde circumſtances rather painſul to a diſpoſition ſo 


delicate and refined. Among the number of people who 
were highly charmed with his converſation and writings, 


none proſeſſed a greater admiration of both than a Lin- 


colaſhire baronet, who uſually. fet at Buttons. This 
gentleman poſſeſſed a very large fortune, had great in- 
tereſt, and more than once ſolicited Sir Richard Steele to 
eommänd his utmoſt ability, and he ſhould think him- 


felf under no little obligation. Theſe offers, though 


made with the moſt ſeeming cordiality, Sir Richard, 
however, declined, with a grateful politeneſs peculiar to 
himſelf, as at that time he ſtood in no need of the gen- 


tleman's aſſiſtance. But ſome inſtance of extravagance. 


having once reduced him to the neceſſity of borrowing 
a ſum of money to ſatisfy an importunate creditor, he 
thought this a very proper opportunity of calling on his. 
friend, and requeſting the loan of a hundred pounds for a 
few days. The gentleman received him with much civility 
and reſpect, began. to renew his offers of ſervice; and beg- 
ged Sir Richard would give him fome cccafion to ſhew his 


friendſhip and regard. Why, Sir, ſays Sir Richard, Icame 
for that very purpoſes and if you can lend me a hundred 


pounds for a few days, I. all conſider it as a ſingular favour. 
Had Sir Richard clapped a piſtol to his breaſt, and made 
a peremptory demand of his: money, the gentieman 
could not have appeared in a greater ſurprize than at 
this unexpected requeſt, His offers of friendſhip had been 


only made on a ſuppoſition of their never being accept- 


ed, and intended only as ſo many bnits for Sir Richard's. 
intimacy and acquaintance ; of which the gentlemanz. 
while it caſt him nothing, was particularly proud. Re- 
covering, however, from his ſurprize, he tammered out 


, really, Sir Richard, I world ſerve you to the utmoſt 


of my | foreer. but at preſent 7 iave not twenty guineas in the 
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houſe. Sir Richard, who ſaw the pitiful' evaſion, wah 


heartily vexed at the meanneſs and excuſe. And ſo, Sir, | 


ſays he, you have drawn me in to expoſe the ſituation of my af. 


fairs with a promiſe of aſſiſtance, and now refuſe me any mark _ 
of your friendſhip or efteem. A diſappoint ment I can bear, but 


muſt by no means put up with an inſult; therefore be ſo obliging 
as to conſider whether it is more agreeable to comply with' the 


terms of my requeſt, or to ſubmit to the conſequence of my re- 


ſentment. Sir Richard ſpoke this in ſo determined a tone, 
that the baronet was ſtartled ; and ſaid, ſeeming to re- 


collect himſelf —Lcord, my dear Sir Richard“ I beg ten thou- 


„ 
| 


ſund pardons ; upon my honour, I did not remember Bleſs me, 


I have a hundred pound note in my pocket, which is entirely at 


your ſervice ! So ſaying, he produced the note, which Sir 


| Richard immediately put up; and then addreſſed him in 


the following manner: Though I deſpiſe an obligation from 


than be made a fool, I chuſe to accept of this hundred pound, 
which I ſhall return when it ſuits my conveniency. But, that the 
next favour you confer may be done with a better grace, I muſt 
alte the liberty of pulling you by the noſe, as a proper expedt- 


haviour. 


houſe, was ſtruck with amazement at the prince's high- 
lander, againſt whoſe knee pan his lordſhip by accident 
bruſhed his noſe. The highlander boo'd doon, and hoped he 
had not offended, and this his lordſhip took ſo kindly, 
that he put a piece of money into his hand, at the fame 
time ſaying, You are one of the moſt extraordinary ani mals I 
ever ſaw. The highlander, with peculiar archneſs, refuſed 
the money, ſaying, My lord, we naw taak any thing from 
one a other. | ES 


Jack Quick laſt ſeaſon at Brighton, after having ſweat- 
ed through a long part in play and farce, was regaling 
5 185 himſelk 


u perſon of ſo mean a caſt as I am ſatisjied you are ; yet, rather 


nt to preſerve your recollecrion. Which Sir Richard accord- 
ngly did, and then took his leave of the poor baronet, 
ho was not a little ſurprized at the oddity of his be- 


Lord M on a viſit the other day to Carlton 
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- himſelf behind the ſcenes with a tankard of brown ſtout— 
when Lord Barrimore was applauding him with, Well done, 
eld Barnaby) I thank your lordſhip, I was old Barnaby, 
but at preſent I am ſtout little John. 


When Quick was playing (as he did lately with ſome 
applauſe) Richard the IIId. for his benefit, a wag was en- 
quiring what could induce him to ſport himſelf in tragedy 
—when he was anſwere | 5 


Be it for better, be it for worſe, _ 
The treafurer ſays it weyhtens the purſe, 


It is to be remembered, that this excellent comedian, 


who ſo inimitably pourtrays the old character, made his 
debuts in Alexander the Great, Lear, Hamlet, and a long 
liſt of et cetera characters. | 


Mrs. Woffington, who often performed in men's cloaths, 
ſaying one day, in the Green Room, that ſhe imagined 
half the town took her for a man—No, no, ſays Mrs. 
Clive; you muſt certainly be miſtaken, for above half the town 


know you to be. a woman. 


7" quaker enquiring after the health of a certain noble- 


man, was told that he was exceſſively afflicted with the 
. gravel !—[ am glad of it, ſays the Quaker. How. cried 


the other, glad that his lordſhip is troubled with the gravel ! 
tell you, friend, I am glad, replied the quaker, extremely 
glad ; becauſe I hope, ſince he is ſo much gravelled, that he will 
endeavour to mend his ways. | | - 


A courtier of queen Elizabeth's, whom ſhe had long 
- encouraged to hope for ſome favour, vexed at repeated 
diſappointments, was one morning walking penſively in 
her garden ; when her majeſty, calling to him from a win- 


dow, faid—Sir Edward, what does a man think of when he 


thinks of nothing? The knight, after a little pauſe, with a 
very low bow, anſwered—Of a woman's promiſe, Madam 4 
when the queen, who was moved at this reply, drawing 


inſtantly 


e 


inſtantly back, ſaid to thoſe about her, 7 muſt not confute 
im; anger makes dull men witty, but it keeps them poor. 


A French ambaſſador, at the court of the queen Chrif- 
tiana, aſter having ſeen the beſt parts of her kingdom, 
being aſked by her majeſty how he liked poor Sweden; 
he replied—Aye, poor Sweden indeed, Madam ; for, by the 
maſs, if the whole country were mine, 1 would give . inch f 
it for a farm i in France or England. 


An old French gentleman once a that he had 
been cheated by a monk, when Senteuil who was himſelf 
of that order, being preſent, ſaid to him / am ſurprized, 

Sir, that a perſon of your years and diſcretion ue not yet 
dow a monk , | 


An Iriſnman e one with lem 1 had made a 
night acquaintance a long time before, accoſted him with 
i —Arrah by my jhoul, my dear honey, I am glad to ſee you, now; 
| 2 2 my epic Joy, 1 have e whether it be you or your 

rot 


Aug 


An apothecary who uſed to value himſelf on his {kill 
in the nature of drugs, aſſerted in a company of phyſi- 
cians, that all bitter things were hot. No, ſaid a gen- 
tleman preſent, there is one of a very different quality, 1 am 
Jure ; ; and that is a bitter cold day. | 


Eraſmus, who was of a fickly e _ had 


therefore obtained a diſpenſation for eating of fleſh in - 


times of abſtinence, being reproached by the pope for 
not obſerving Lent I aſſure your holineſs, ſaid he, that my 
heart is a Catholic one; $1 muſt rape e [ have a Lutheran 
| ſtomach. 


An officer of a diſbanded regiment. 8 to the 
paymaſter of the forces for his arrears, told him that he 
was in the moſt extreme want, and on the point of dying 
with hunger. The treaſurer, ſeeing him of a jovial and 

| ruddy 
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ruddy aſpect, told him that his countenance belied his 
complaint. Good, my lord, replied the officer, for heaven's 
fake, do not miſtake : the viſage you ſee, is not mine, but my 
landlady's; for ſhe has fed me on credit for above tuelve months. 


Dryden's tranflation of Vhgil being commented by a 
right reverend biſhop, in the preſence. of a very witty 
earl—the original is indeed excellent, ſaid his lordſhip, but 


every thing ſuffers by a trauſlation—except a biſhops 


It was cuſtomary with Marſhal Baſſompierre, when any 
of his ſoldiers were brought before him for heinous of- 
fences, to fay to them Hy G-, brother, you or I will cer- 
tainly be hanged ! which was à ſufficient denunciation of 
their fate, A ſpy being diſcovered in his camp, was ad- 
dreſſed in this language; and next day, as the provoſt 
was carrying the wretch to the gallows; he preſſed ear- 
neſtly to ſpeak with tbe Marſhal, alledging that he had 
ſomewhat of importance to communicate. The Marſhal, 
being made acquainted with this requeſt, exclaimed, in 
his rough and haſty manner I is the way of all theſe raſ- 
cals; when ordered for execution, they pretend ſome frivolous 
Nory, merely to reprieve themſelves for a fetu moments: however, . 
bring the dog fiither. Being introduced, the Marſhal aſked 
what he had to ſay ? Why, my lord, ſaid the culprit, when 
| firſt I had the honour ef your converſetion, you was obkging 

enough to ſay, that either you or I ſhould be hanged : now am 
come to know, whether it is your fleaſure to beſo ; becauſe if you 
won't, I mußt, that's all, The Marſhal was fo pleaſed with 
the fellow's humour, that he ordered him to be relealed. 


Dr. Johnſon, travelling in the north of Scotland, could 
not ſee a houſe or tree in riding a great many miles, no- 
thing but deſolation and barrenneſs every where preſent- 
ing themſelves before his view; till at laſt he caſt his 
eyes on a crow that was perched on the ſtump of an old 
tree, kawing with great violence, and kawing for want 
of food; which the doctor obſerving, could not help cry- 
ing out Har, hate, Hate, and be-dann'd! if you will ſtay in 
Hach à country as this, when you have wings to fiy away. 


A gene 


* 


eg) „ 


A ae being confined to his chatuber with ihe 
gout, gave his watch to an Iriſh footman, and bade him 
ſet it by the dial in the garden; Teague goes directly to 
the dial, but not knowing what to do, a and being unwil- 
ling to return to his maſter, without ſhewing he would 
do him what ſervice he was able, he got a pick-ax, and 

dug up the ſun-dial; which being done, he, with great 
labour carried it up to his maſter, and told him he did 
not very weil underſtand ſetting watches by ſun-dials, but 
had brought ugu the dial that he NY ſet his re by it 
E apr 92h 2. mitra 1 | 

"ii Fiſh Counifetlor Mg loſt his þ ths whith- * 
beta tried before three Judges, one of whom was eſ⸗ 
teemed a very able lawyer, and the other two but in- 
different, ſome of the other counſellors, were very 

merry on the Occaſion. Well, now, ſays he, who the 

devil could help it, when there was an hundred judges 
on the bench? An hundred, ſaid a ſtander-by, there 
were but three, By St. Patrick, replies = there was 
angle qa: one and two EyPhers, © 


: " Diogeting A afked how he could live in a naſty 
. when he might baſk in the favor of a Court, 
relied; It is true, I am - deprived of the ſmiles of 

Kings, but I. don't find the uu is more een of 
1 5 tub chan a et W $ 


A TAIT who: affected an N phraſe, at every 
turn cried o muck the better! Viſiting a patient almoſt 
in the agony of death he aſked how. he flept that night. 
Not a wink, Sir So much the better cries the doctor. He 

then enquired how his fever was: O Lord, ſays the pati- 
ent, I burn as if I were on fire —So much the better, quoth | 
the Juacks* How does your "cough ?-—1 ſpit up my lungs, re- _ 
plied the fick man. Sd much tie better, ill, anſwers ä 

| 


quack. Ah! dear docror, quoth the expiring patient, what 
pity it is that a man ſhould go out of the world with all theſe. fine” 
Jymptoms / : : 
A plain country fellow coming up to London, was re- 
queſted to enquire after a gentleman, and to deliver him 
a letter, a 


-. 
A —— — <> 
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a ſetter. It happened that the gentleman himſelf came. 

to the door; and, willing to, joke with the: ſellow, told 
him he had loſt his labour, for the party after whom he: 

enquired was hanged the laſt ſeſſions for a robbery. For 

a robbery, quoth the countryman; now, fie upon him for a 

vile, wicked man / was he not content to be a notorious cuckold, 
or fo he wasreckoned in the country) but muſt he turn thief too! 


A country laſs coming up to town to ſeek her fortune, 
had the good luck to be hired by an old rich mercer, 
who was a bachelor, and whom ſhe pleaſed ſo well, that 
at laſt he married her. Her brother Dick, the chief 
of her own kindred, who was a downright honeſt plough- 
man, hearing of his ſiſter's promotion, put on his holi- 
day cloaths, took up his quarter's wages, and came up 
to London: and knowing the ſtreet by the direction of 
a letter, though not the houſe, enquired from door to 
door for his ſiſter Joan, who had lately married her maſ- 
ter; till at laſt he was ſo lucky to find the right, where \ 
he was highly welcomed. Being at dinner, the old mer- 
cer ſaid Mell, brother-in-law, as I now muſt call you, I am 
glad to fee you, or any of my wife's relations ; ſhe has been a 
good ſervant to me, and I hope ſhe will make as good a wife : 
we have a plentiful eſtate, and all I wiſh is a ſon to inherit it, 
which yet we have no hopes.of. At this, Dick, looking wiſt- 
fully at his ſiſter, bluntly cried, How now, Joan; what 
art thou turned a barren ſow in London ? thou waſt not wont to | | 
be ſo in the country! And though ſhe frowned, beckoned, - | \ 
and made dumb figns for him to hold his peace, ſtill he 
went on. Well, brother, continued he, as for an heir, you 
need not trouble yourſelf about that 5 for ue has a thumping boy 
in the country, got by Mill. Dobs, her maſter's threſher 5; and 
ele pariſh' would be glad enough to be diſcharged of t / 


At a late maſquerade, a certain lady of high faſhion 
aſked a young nobleman, why he had not brought his ſiſ- ; 
ter to that heaven. Truly, Madam, anſwered his lordſhip, 1 
my ſiſter, happily for her, has no ſuck angelic notionss. 


; A gen- 8 


E 


A gentleman being at dinner at a friend's houſe, the 


firſt thing that came upon the table was a diſh of whit- 
ings; and one being put on his plate he found it 


ſtink ſo much that he could not touch it. However, he 


laid his mouth down to the fiſh as if he were whiſpering 


to it; and then took up the plate and put it to his own | 


ear. The gentleman at whole table he was ſeated, en- 


quiring into the meaning of this extraordinary beha- 


viour, he told him that he had loſt a brother at ſea 
about a fortnight ago, and was aſking that filh if he 
knew any thing of him. Well, ſaid the gentleman, 
pleaſantly, and what anſwer did he make you ?—Why, 
replied the other very gravely, he told me that he could. 
not poſſibly give me any account of my deceaſed brother, 
as he had not been at ſea theſe three weeks. 


At Croydon aſſizes, a ſurgeon was called as a witneſs, 
for the purpoſe of proving damages upon an action of 


aſſault. He depoſed that he had bled the plaintiff; and 


being aſked upon oath, if bleeding had been neceſſary, 
candidly anſwered, we always find it neceſſary to do. 
ſomething when ſent for. | x 


A gentleman, whoſe father had been robbed of a con- 
ſiderable quantity of plate, dined with the ſon of a 


wealthy man ſuppoſed to have been a receiver. A large 


filver tureen was brought to table without a cover. I 


am admiring your tureen, ſaid the gueſt to his hoſt, not 


ſo much for its faſhion or value, but from a very extra- 


ordinary circumſtance, which is, that à cover I have got 
et home would exadly fit it. 


A quaker being examined by a judicious counſel, as 
he was retiring, another counſel on the ſame {ſide aſked 
him a queſtion which he did not chuſe to anſwer: 1 
have told all I know to the counſel, ſaid the quaker. I 
am counſel alſo, anſwered the barriſter, Thou may'ſt be 
counſel alſo, replied the quaker, but thou art not counſel _ 


When 


khewiſe, 
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When the gentleman who aided, the comedy of F the 


Capricious Lady, preſented it to Mrs. A She ob- 


| ſerved, that he had cut away the character of Roger—- 
Lou are right, ſaid Thalia, Roger is a very impro- 


Per 125 for the ſtage, though very unling in the chamber, 


A man indices at the edmmiſion of oyer and ter- 


miner for a rape, ſet up for his defence, that the proſe- 


cutrix having frequently come into his garden to ſteal 
beans, he told her, if ever ſhe came again, ſhe ſhould 


not return without a green gown; and this he proved by 


a, witneſs, ' On being acquitted, Mr. Howard, a barri- 
ſter, remarkable for his humour, faid to him, my friend, 


you have taken à very good method to fave your bacon, 


Gut a very bad method to ſave Your beans. 

. Charles Banniſter, on hearing A diſpute on. the merits 
of, his own voice and that of Reinhold's, obſerved to the 
diſputants—1 aſſure you, gentlemen, my friend Rein- 
hold has the advantage, his notes being 1 not . fofter, 


but much more acceptable chan mine. 


A judge ſuſpected of bribery, checked his derk for 
having a dirty face, I plead del ray lord, ſaid the Ps 


but my hands are clean. 


Not long ſince, an 1 gave at à city feaſt for 
bie toaſt, an increaſe to trade- 


ened to put him in his pocket: If you do ſo, ſaid 


Dapper, you will have more law in your OW; than 


ever you had 1 in your head. 


2 


After the fork of Love in 2 Village, 3 


er obſerved that Mrs. Wilfon's Madge ' was her beſt 


. 


Nail 4 3 INIS. 
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Bravo! exclaimed an 
undertaker, a e ras mas roill male a fat church- e 


A litile e RIG of the Joke robe keto a diſpute: 
with a remarkable bulky barriſter, the big man threat- 
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